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INTRODUCTION 
Purpose 
This paper is written with full realization that 
there is still much material concerning the history of 
Brockton which is not yet uncovered. However, the primary 
purpose of this study is to present a resource unit which 
will be useful to teachers who desire to construct a unit on 
the ~istory of Brockton. The historical portion of this work 
contains a brief but authentic history of Brockton and should 
be of value to any teacher Who wishes to correlate his partie-
ular subject with local history. 
This work was prompted by the fact that the teaching 
material concerning the history of Brockton is very limited. 
Most teachers do not have the time to do the research which 
is necessary in order to obtain a good knowledge of the 
history of this city. Therefore, this study is presented in 
order to record some of the important facts and figures con-
nected with Brockton~ This paper is prepared to suit a 
junior high class which is studying the history of this city. 
Resource Un.t1 
/ 
This work is presented as a resource unit because 
most teachers prefer to build·their own teaching unit. The 
difference between these two units is that the teaching unit 
is prepared by the teacher who will use it in the classroom 
and has a definite teaching situation in mind, while the main 
1 
purpose of the resource unit is to make materials available to 
teachers when such material is not available in textbooks. 
The resource unit may also be used to bring together material 
which has been presented in a variety of text books. The 
suggestions for teaching procedure are not intended to be 
a'pattern for teachers to follow, but rather.a source from 
which teachers may secure suggestions wJtn.ich may be adapted 
for use in the classroom. 
Q.r.gan i~1£!! 
The major portion of this study is concerned with the 
background history of Brockto~ from the time of its first 
settlement to the present day. A brief analysis of the prob-
lem of teaching local history emphasizes the importance of 
this topic. The remaining portions of this paper present 
materials, teaching aids, evaluative materials, and a biblmog-
raphy which should aid the teacher in constructing a unit. 
S_CO.....£~ 
It will immediately become evident that the historical 
P?rtion of this study is not .intended to include a history of 
Brockton which abounds in minute details of the history of 
fam~ly trees or·in obscure statistics; but rather the writer 
has attempted to present a story of Brockton which will be 
appealing and meaningful to all. This study will serve as a 
base or a starting point for those who wish to study the more 
detailed aspects of the history of this city and its people. 
". 
·2· 
·-
There is something fascinating about collecting odd bits 
of historical matter and the following statement proved to be 
very true: "In order to succeed in the collection of local 
historical material, one must cultivate a desire to leaf 
through books and·develop a combination of bloodhound-and-
1 
Sherlock Holi!les instinct." 
The writer's approach to this study is founded on the 
belief that the history of Brockton is most interesting an_d 
is worth the effort of investigation by all the people of the 
city. There ·is no attempt in this study to show that this· 
history maybe more fascinating or more important than the his-
tory of any other community.· It is rather an attempt to prove 
that local history is of great value and should be utilized 
to greater exploration in the classroom. 
~rials 
The most com~rehensive secondary source dealing with the 
history of Brockton is found in Kingman's Hi2!£El of Brockton 
which was published in 1894. For other information the writer 
reviewed many ~prd§,~phle~s, and newspa~E~ which were 
available at the Brockton Public Library. In·this regard the 
50th Anniversary editions of the Brockton E~~rPFise and the 
Brockton Times were most helpful. Other information was 
-------
obtained at the City Hall, the Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Central Fire Station. 
1. Lenore'E:-Rimer, Th~.a,ching_of Local Hi~!£El. in American 
S_Qhools, Burgess Publishing Company, Minneapolis, Ivlinn8Sota-;-
1949, p. 17. 
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LOCAL HISTORY 
Reasons for Teaching Local History 
Some adults are dubious about the truth of the statement 
which maintains that every community contains important histor 
ical material; and yet it is very true that every city or town 
is rich in tradition. It is a prime principle or education 
that children love to touch, see, and examine things rather 
than read about them in a book. Thus, a great opportunity is 
presented to the enthusiastic teacher to enliven the history 
course by teaching local history. It is undesirable for any 
teacher to place too much emphasis on local history; but 
rather it is hoped that a course in local history will be 
given its proper place, conforming to the test of any history, 
and utilized to help the students achieve a better understand-
ing or the problems of the day. 
The Scope and Power of Local History 
The term local history is far-reaching and is or a nebu-
lous character because the history of the United States is the 
sum total of the histories or thousands of cities and towns. 
Not al~ the towns and cities play a spectacular role in the 
make-up of .American History, but each history or the local 
community forms an integral and necessary part of the whole· 
history. Local history serves as an excellent introduction to 
the story of the nation or the story of the world. 
The teaching of local history should not merely be used 
as a device to stimulate the interest of the students so they 
4 
will become interested in other subjects, but it should be 
taught with the tho~hat local history is filled with a 
plethora of facts and stories which are interesting in them-
selves. The story of events which happened close to home is 
'not merely a school subject which is of interest to students 
alone, but these local happenings compose a history Which 
should be of interest to teachers, parents, and all the citi-
zens of the community. 
It has been stated that although the teaching of local history 
can be very dynamic, at times the students will accept it with 
the inattentiveness with which they receive many subjects. 
Still, many teachers have proved that the study of the local 
community abounds in value and is well wo.rth the e:rfort. Any 
teacher knows that there is no such thing as a subject which 
captures the interest o:r all the students, yet local history 
is a subject which will interest a large number of students. 
Value of Local History 
Some advocates of the teaching of local history draw up 
long lists of advantages which will accompany this study, such 
as: sound thinking, development of the historical sense, the 
ability to ttdiscard with some judiciousness the false and the 
unreliable and to select as true that which can be substanti-
1· 
a ted by real evidencetr. No doubt it will be helpful to try to 
4lt develop these objectives. The writer thinks that the real 
advantage o;f local history lies. in the fact that the student :is ... 
1. Rimer, .2.£. cit • , p • 9 • 
5 
offered the opportunity to actually see how the historian works; 
the student even has the chance to take the role of historian. 
Present Status of Local History 
Local history is taught quite extensively. However, there 
are still many opportunities for improvement of these courses, 
especially in the case of the teacher who is presenting this 
subject in a haphazard and unsystematic manner. Some teachers 
will argue that the curriculum is already too crowded and that 
there is no room for local history. The answer to this is that 
there should be no curriculum which is so fixed that it cannot 
be reorganized in order to admit valuable material. Then again, 
some will assert that local history should not be taught be-
l 
cause it is provincial, unimportant, and lacks significance. 
This is a very weak and unfounded argument and if anyone could 
take the time to investigate this problem he would assuredly 
conclude that the value of this study of local history far 
ourweighs any _disadvantages which might result. 
Local History for New Teachers 
The study of local history is valuable for another reason 
other than a source of information for teaching purposes be-
cause it can be utilized by a~y new teacher. It is very impor-
tant that a teacher have a good knowledge of the community in 
which he teaches, and a study such as this would serve as good 
1. Caroline E. E. Hartwig, «use of Local, State, and Regional 
Resourcesu, Seventeenth Yearbook of the National Council for 
the Social Studies, Richard E.~_Thursfield, Editor, 1946, p. 341. 
6 
background material. It seems that a brief history of the 
community should be available for all new teachers whether 
they are from the community or from some other locality. 
Objectives of Teaching Local History 
Every teacher should formulate a list of objectives for 
every course which he teaches. The same holds true for the 
. ------
teaching of local history and the following list presents some 
of the common objectives which are abscribed to the teaching 
of local history. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
To stimulate in the students a desire to know their 
community and the part it has played in their 
country's history. 
To acquaint the students with some of the historic 
points of interest of their community and to give 
them an appreciation of the efforts to preserve them. 
To make students realize that their local community 
is a concrete part of American History. 
To develop an understanding of the business life of 
the community. 
To develop the ability to fine information by using 
reference books. 
To learn to study old letters, diar~es, and newqpapersJ. 
and to search out important facts in town records and 
photographic materials. 
1 
To learn the art of L~terviewing people. 
1. Rimer,~ cit., p. 89-90. 
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The Purchase of Brockton 
Previous to March 23, 1649 the land which is now called 
Brockton was the ~ro~erty of a tribe of Indians who were under 
the leadershi~ of Massasoit. It was this famous Indian chief 
who met with Ca~tain Myles Standish, Samu~l Nash, and Constant 
Southworth and smoked the ~eace ~i~e as a tract of land called 
Sa tucket was :purchased b.Y these men for the townsmen of Duxbury. 
The site of the meeting :place where the deed was executed was a 
small rocky hill, since called Sachem's Rock. There can be no 
doubt that Myles Standish and his com~anions made a good pur-
chase when they bargained with Massasoit be~ause the price of 
this purchase was seven coats, nine hatchets, eight hoes, four 
moose skins, ten and one half yards of cotton cloth. The total 
value of this ~urchase would 1 today be about $30.00. The :pur-
chased tract extended seven miles east, west, north, and south. 
The reason in part why Myles Standish and his companions 
came to Bridgewater was that in 1640 Mansfield was set a~art 
from Duxbury by the General Court, and in order to compensate 
their loss of this fertile land, an inland tract of land was 
granted to them. Captain Myles Standish, De~uty-Governor:of 
Duxbury, was successful in his attem~t to bargain with Massasoi 
and u~on completion of terms this l~nd became a :part of Duxbury 
and was called Duxbury New Plantation. In 1656 this tract of 
land was incorporated into a distinct and se~arate town and 
called Bridgewater. 
The site of Sachem's Rock is near the Carver Cotton Gin 
in East Bridgewater. It was not long before this territory 
became a center of activity which was quite different from the 
activity which characterized the life and customs of the 
Indians. This tract of land was divided into 56 shares or 
parts and the share-holders and their families made the first 
settlement in 1650. The growth of this district was very nor-
mal for any such settlement and the territory was divided in 
1683 into-what were called :&orth, South, East, and West Par-
ishes. It was the North Parish o~ Bridgewater which later 
became Brockton. 
Each of the early settlers had a houselot of six acres on 
the Town River, in what is now West Bridgewater, near the pres-
ent Memorial Park. The settlers were well versed in the ways 
of Indians, so one of their first actions was to erect a stock-
ade on the south side of Nunchetest River in order to fortify 
their homes. 
The first real settlement of the area which is now 
Brockton did not commence until 1'700 when a group of settlers -
came to North Parish and organized and built their own church-
meeting house in 1'73'7. Their first minister was Rev. John 
Porter, a Harvard graduate. 
It was in 1'740 when these settlers began to live as mem-
bers of a separate community within the jurisdiction of the 
4lt town of Bridgewater. This separation was achieved by a peti-
tion to the General Court requesting that they be set off as a 
distinct and separate township. They were not granted their 
12 
request for separate township, but they were allowed the powers 
and privileges usually given to parishes. It is interesting to 
note that at the time of this petition to the General Court 
there were only about 50 people living in this North Parish. 
It was not until 1821 that the inhabitants had concen-
trated enough strength to be granted the charter allowing the 
formation of a town which was completeiliy separated from Bridge-
water. This period between 1740 and 1821 was marked by increase 
in population evidenced by the census of 1754 which recorded 
833 residents, and the census of 1810 which revealed that 1,354 
people were living in Brockton. 
The early stock of most of Brocktonrs first inhabitants 
stemmed from the Pilgrims with such family names as Kingman, 
Howard, Keith, Cary, Dunbar, and Gurney. Agriculture was the 
predominant occupation. Simplicity was the keynote of the 
lives of most of the people of this area. 
13 
The Church 
"The church was a simple board structure without a steeple 
bell or chimney. Warmth was supplied from. the pulpit. Diamond 
shaped panes filled the windows. Pews were erected by the 
1 
purchasers of floor space as required.tt 
This first church, The First Congregational Church, stood 
at what is now the corner of Main and Pleasant Streets. The 
church green extended from. Pleasant Street to the present Green 
Street. 
People traveled any distance in order to attend services 
which often lasted several hours; starting in the morning and 
ending in the afternoon. Prayers were from. one to two hours 
long and the sermons sometimes lasted from. three to four hours. 
No church service was complete without the singing of hymns. 
Although the early Brocktonians did not have hymn books they 
sang the various h~s by repeating what the deacon sang. A 
hymn so deaconed frequently consumed one half hour. 
The churches of other denominations did not take rise 
until after Brockton became a town in 1821. An account of the 
first Methodist church is worthy of mention in order to compare 
the old churches with the present churches. 
All the seats in the church faced the door with the pulpit 
in front of the gallery. It was said that the pulpit was so 
high that the preacher 1 s head just showed over the railing of 
the gallery. There were no provisions made for heating the 
1. Rev. Warren Landers 
Published b the Cit o 
Its Centennial, 
14 
church in the winter because the strict ideas in those days 
were not compatible with comfort. Each pew was furnished with 
a door; and in the corner of each pew was situated a wooden 
spit box for the use of those who found the need of chewing 
during the church services. This shows that the early Brockton 
ians reflected an American national habit of chewing. Some 
critical foreigners who visited the United States complained 
that the only things Americans could do well was to chew 
tobacco. 
It should be mentioned that the people of Brockton had a 
good incentive for attending church services because according 
to the law of the Massachusetts Colony (1646) church attendance 
was compulsory and there was a Hfine of five shillings for 
absence from church on the Lordts Day, Thanksgiving, or Fast 
1 
Days.tt Unless a person had a very valid reason for not attend 
ing service on the appointed days it is easy to realize why he 
traveled any distance in order to worship. 
1. E. B. Maglathlin, Proceedings of the 250th Anniversary ,of 
Old Bridgewater at West Bridgewater, June 13, 1906, Arthur 
Willis, Printer, Bridgewater, Massachusetts, 1907. 
15 
Early Customs and Social Life 
ttThrift and co-operation were the notable characteristics 
1 
of the early inhabitants of the town. u One of the common types 
of diversion for the ladies was spending an afternoon talking, 
knitting, or making a quilt. Often when a neighbor desired to 
make a quilt she received assistance by inviting her friends".:.\bo 
2 
a ttquilting been. It was said that when young girls took part 
in the ''quilting beesn, the girl. to marry first was the one who 
took the last stitch. The men also demonstrated attitudes of 
co-operation because they often joined together to help build a 
house or to help a friend husk the corn. 
The description of boys and girls of that period probably 
leaves a great deal to be said but it is reported that they 
were taught to work at an early age and not allowed to be idle 
or waste time. Their source of entertainment was found in a 
singing bee, a sleigh ride, or dancing to the fiddle. Wrestlin 
and ball playing were popular sports for the boys. 
The hand loom or the spinning wheel was a common sight in 
any home because most of the people made their own clothes. 
Many early Brocktonians cultivated a small patch of flax which 
was later used for making clothes for the family. The usual 
dress of the men consisted of woolen shirts, breeches and long 
1. Elroy s. Thompson, History of Plymouth, Norfolk and Barn-
stable Counties, L.ewis Historical Publishing Company, Inc., 
New York 1928, p •. 42. 
2. Suzanne Cary Gruver, ~~e Book of the Pageant of Brockton, 
Published by the City of Brockton, Massachusetts, 1921, p. 135. 
16 
stockings fastened at the knee by a buckle. They wore thick 
cowhide shoes. ttTheir best hats were what are now called 
1 
'cocked hats', and the .more noted .men wore wigs.tt The ordinary 
dress of the women were linen gowns and aprons in the summer 
and woolen clothes were worn in the winter. 
The first houses were built of logs and they were usually 
somewhat crude constructions. With the introduction of the saw 
.mill came the introduction of the one-story frame house follow 
by the two-story houses with large cellars for the storage of 
I 
farm products. The big fiTeplaces were U$ed for culinary 
purposes. 
A typical .menu .might list the following for breakfast or 
supper: beans, pea porridge, rye or Indian .meal bread; dinner 
.might consist of boiled salt .meat or pork, vegetables, and 
2 
baked or boiled pudding .made of Indian .meal. 
Some of the popular drinks were: malt beer, cider, flip, 
and toddy. Of these liquids, cider wa~ the .most popular and 
it was not uncommon for each family to store ten to thirty 
barrels for the coming year. Cold water was a drink which is 
common today but then it was a drink which was highly enjoyed. 
1. Bradford Kingman, History of Brockton 1656-1894, D. Mason 
& Company, New York, 1895, p. 51. 
2. Magla thlin, ~ cit., p. 93. 
17 
Early Industry 
At one time Brockton was dotted with forests, so conse-
quently, timber was one of the city's first products. These 
trees were cut down and sold to sea-shore towns who, in turn, 
used this wood for ship-timber. 
As it might be expected, the early settlers used primitive 
methods when building. Most of the work was done by hand and 
the axe was certainly an important tool. Times changed and 
their working load was lightened, somewhat, by the advent of 
the saw mill and the grist mill. 
During the time of the Revolutionary War, Brockton had 
several iron ore deposits in the westerly part of town. These 
deposits helped to make Brockton a center of iron production. 
At this time the mining of iron ore was the reason that the 
first manufacturing concern was established here. Constant 
Southworth constructed a forge and did a large business smelt-
ing bog ore, producing such things as muskets, scythes, small 
anchors, shovels, and plough-points. This forge was located 
near what is now Salisbury Park and it operated for over one 
hundred years. 
Another industry which was prominent in this district was 
a firm called the Bridgewater Manufacturing Company. At first 
this company produced cotton and woolen cloth and then turned 
to the manufacture of shoe lasts. 
Of course, the most important industries were agriculture 
and dairy farming. 
1.8 
Early Education 
One of the important beliefs of the Pilgrims was that the 
young should be educated in many things especially in the prin-
ciples of duty. Before 1821, the schools in Brockton did not 
pass beyond the stage where schooling was conducted in private 
homes. Usually it was the minister who acted as the teacher 
1 
and taught the youngsters to ttRead, Wright, and Sifer.tt The 
first schools were movable schools which were held in private 
dwellings, and sometimes in mechanic shops, and cornhouses. At 
first the length of the school year was only from six to eight 
weeks. The period of schooling was lengthened when the school-
master took the place of the minister. He visited the various 
homes and taught for a period of two to three months and his· 
salary was often in the form of merchandise. 
The laws concerning education in those early days formed 
the foundation of the public school system of today. As early 
as 1642 the first educational law was passed in Massachusetts 
which stated that children should be given enough learning so 
that they could read the English language perfectly. In 1647 
a law was passed which required towns with a population of fifty 
families to employ a teacher to teach the children to read and 
write and his salary would be paid by the parents or by the 
inhabitants in general. 
Education did not begin to take the form as we know it 
today until about the time that Brockton became a town in 1821. 
1. Kingman, -~cit., p. 389. 
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Early Soldiers. 
Brockton took part in the struggle for independence because 
a company was formed from the four parishes in answer to the 
call of the Con~inental Army. Brockton was not completely 
uninitiated in the art of military life because one of the dis-
trict's six companies was formed in North Parish in 1762. This 
company under the command of Captain Daniel Howard tra~ned on 
the church green and the people of this city took certain pride 
in this contingent. 
It is said that fi~~y men from this company were listed as 
inute men who answered the alarm sent from Lexington on the 
9th of April 1775. One of the intere~ting stories concerning 
his company is the duel which Major Porter, the company's com-
ander, had with General Poore. At the time .. Major John Porter, 
~r. was camped in New Jersey with his Brockton soldiers when he 
as challenged to a duel because he had criticized General 
oore's language. The duel took place and Poore was mortally 
ounded. In typical twentieth century style the whole affair 
as hushed up as much as possible, but later Major Porter was 
1 elieved of his command. The $Pirit of '?6 is commemorated by 
k boulder which is located in front of the First Parish Church 
r
ln Pleasant Street. 
The military men from Brockton also took part in the move-
ent to suppress Shay's Rebellion Act. During the War of 1812 
company was sent from Brockton to guard the fort at the 
entrance of Plymouth.~ 
20 
Indians 
Any child would be fascinated to learn that an Indian 
trail once passed through his backyard. Actually, there were 
many such trails in Brockton because it is recorded that at the 
time of the Plymouth settlement southern Massachusetts was 
inhabited by a tribe of Indians called the Poconockets, more 
familiarly known as the Massasoits. They numbered about 20,000 
and their chie·f was Massasoit, a man who was sometimes called 
1 
the hospitable savage. He proved that he was humane because it 
is known that he endeavored to keep peace between his people 
and the white men. However, there were times when the early 
pioneers of Brockton did not dare to leave the house without 
their guns because they were constantly harassed by the fear of 
being attacked and killed. Consequently, the early settlers 
were on the alert either _while working on the farm or traveling 
to church services. The younger generation might be thrilled 
to see some of the ancient Indians roaming through this district 
but it is hardly a matter of regret that civilized people have 
since moved into the Brockton territory. 
Since the Indian days, numerous relics have been discov-
ered by the plow, especially in the northern part of Brockton 
where arrow heads, spear points, and stone hatchets have been 
uncovered. Stone Hill house is a historical spot found in the 
~ section of the city which borders on Easton. This is a natural 
cave which is said to be the dwelling place of some ancient 
1. Maglathlin, op. cit., p. 90 • 
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CHAPTER IV. 
BROCKTON'S TRANSITIONAL PERIOD 
BROCKTONtS TRANSITIONAL PERIOD 
Township 
The people of North Parish remained apparently contented 
for ~ifty-five years because it was not until 1819 that the 
officials petitioned his E~cellency Johathan ·Belcher to be set 
off as a separate township from the mother town of Bridgewater. 
The main reason for this petition stemmed from the complaint 
that it was too difficult to travel over the muddy seven mile 
stretch which led to the town meeting house in Bridgewater. 
During_the m9I?-ths of March and April the routes to Bridgewater 
were in very harrowing condition·. 1 C<;:msidering the fact that in 
those days everyone took part in the town meeting,.it is easy 
to understand why tney complained~-
After three requests .to the legislature, _the -petition of 
North Parish was recogn.:!:~e·d on .JlJ_ne 5,- 1821· ·when the bill. was 
. ' passed i?- both houses inc?rpor?-ting the town of Nor,th Bridge-
water. So it was on this. 'day th~:t Brockton parted f,rom all the 
~ormer old township asso.c.iates and assumed a pla.ce in the 
sisterhood of towns. 'The first town meeting was hel~ in-the 
First Parish Church· on July 4, 1821 and. a-bout 200 voters were 
present to exercise their new power. 
It should be noted that in those days not everyone was 
allowed to vote because voting. was restricte_d. to those people 
who owned real estate of a prescribed value. 
II . 
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Schools 
1821-1910 
Brockton's first high school was opened in 1864 and sixty 
students entered the .Academy Building on North Main, Street. 
Previous to this time most schooling was received in private 
institutions or at private homes. One of the early schools, a 
private home school, was conducted by Mrs. Nathan Jones from 
1831 to 1867. The classroom was in the kitchen of her cottage 
home on Main Street near the present Ward Street corner. Her 
classes, from year to year, numbered approximately twenty 
students and each paid 12 cents a week for the instruction which 
they received. .An interesting account of this school is as 
follows: "l'f.trs. Jones did her kitchen work while the. children 
were singing their A. B. C.s and the multiplication tables. 
She would beat time with a knife, turnip, potato or whatever 
1 
she happened to have in her hand.n 
To return to the accounts of the first high school; it was 
recorded that it remained at the Academy Building for seven 
years and then its location was moved to the site of the present 
City Hall. The enrollment soon increased, and in 1885 the high 
school was moved to the 1Nhitman Building which is th~ :present 
site of the Brockton Public Library. ·The city of Brockton 
constructed. one of the most modern schools in New England in 
\-.· 1906, the present high school. 
1. Thompson,~ cit., p. 132. 
Some of the pupils were sad when they had to leave .the 
Whitman Building and go to the new school on Warren Avenue. It 
was said that these students had two fond memories; one the 
Kirker-Bender fire escape, secondly, "the students could never 
forget the day that Principal Parker, himself, had demonstrated 
to the girls the proper way to slide from the third floor to 
1 
the ground floor. tt 
Some of the subjects whjch were taught in high school were: 
Latin, Greek, French, Astronomy, Geology, Civil Government, 
Physics, English, History, Geometry, and Algebra. There were 
some changes made in 1893 and 1895 when shorthaJ;J.d and type-
writing were introduced into the curriculum. The co.rnmercial 
course and instruction in manual arts were received with 
enthusiasm in 1895. In reference to shorthand and typewriting 
. . ' 
Mr. B. B. Russell, Superintendent of Schools, said in 1893; 
tti recommend •••• the introduction of shorthand and typewriting .••• 
not in the hope of preparing some to become secretaries •••• but 
because of these.days of rush •••• they will be found useful 
2 
studies.tt 
Mr. Russell made ·another interesting comment in 1896 when 
he wrote about the social life of the students; 
· "A much larger number ruin their health by yield-
ing to the temptation of parties, theatres, and 
other amusements which continue in the evening 
(not to say night!) several hours after children 
should be asleep, and these amusements are not 
1. Brockton Times, May 27, 1931. (Anniversary Edition). 
2.. Loc. cit. 
............... ------------------~---
limited to a few each term of the school-life, not 
to a few each month, but sometimes there are two or 
three each week •••• Few children can frequent par-
ties and attend school without risk to the health •••• 
I am inclined to the opinion that this species of 
dissipation is too common in our city.n 1 
Brockton can be proud of its schools and especially proud 
of the fact that so many young people have been given an eppor-
tunity to receive a good education. In 1827 there were 425 
pupils enrolled in ll ?Chools and in 1904 there were ·7, 761 
students attending schools conducted in 33 buildings with 197 
tea~hers. In 1930 over 11,000 children attended the 31 schools 
in Brockton with over 2,000 attending the ·high school. In 1951 
there were over 9,000 students attending classes in Brocktonts 
26 school buildings •. 
The schools of today offer many advantages which were not 
offered in years gone by. Medical and nursing services, guid-
ance clinics, lunchrooms, and many other services are some of 
the advantage$ of the present day schools. The schools offer 
a variety of courses which will suit individual needs of most 
,young people. Students have the opportunity to study voca-
tional, household, commercial, and liUeral art subjects. 
As was mentioned, vocational subjects were being intro-
duced around 1890 and this is probably one reason for the 
increase of attendance at high school. 
It is interesting to note that in 1882 there were only 27 
who graduated from high school and of these 27, only two went 
1. Loc. cit. 
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to college, one going to Brown and the other went to Wesleyan. 
The total enrollment in the-h~gh school was only 120. In 1930 
59 students went to college. Today over 30 per cent or the 
graduates are able to attend college, and people now accept 
this fact without any particv.laJ;' excitement. People did feel 
f ... , ... 
-a little differently about college fifty years ago as evidenced 
by the fact that when the high school was opened in 1906 some 
people commented that this school seemed like a college, and a 
most excellent one at that. College men were rare attractions. 
The Brockton Enterprise made this comment in 1906, uThe college 
men are at home and are the envy or the young folks on the same 
street. There is never a time when a youngster doesn't look 
upon a collegian with much the same awe that he reels when he 
1 
gazes upon a girart·e in the circus .. tt 
The Brockton students always had good spirit, even as rar 
back as 1910 when the Brockton Enterprise wrote, nThe high 
school football team and the school boys and girls celebrated 
their football victory over Somerville by a snake dance on Main 
2 
Street and the rest or the rev~ls were assuredly diverting. tt 
1. Brockton Enterprise, June 21, 1906. 
2. Brockton Times, September 28, 1910. 
, .. 27 
Slaves 
Most people are surprised to learn th~t Brockton was 
actively connected with the Underground Railroad which aided 
slaves escape from the south. Of course, it was illegal for 
northerners to help the fleeing Negroes but still there was a 
Brocktonian, Mr. Edward E. Bennett, who defied the fugitive 
slave laws and successfully housed slaves who were running away 
to the Canadian territory. The overnight shelter which he pro-
vided for the slaves was a livery stable opposite the inter-
section of what is now L and High Streets. 
WIT. Bennett was very strong in his feeling against slavery 
and at one time he presented his ideas of abolition to Daniel 
Webster in the hope that Webster would do something to free the 
slaves. At the time there was no formal Underground Railroad 
which existed in the district of Plymouth County but there were 
many station agents and conductors who cooperated with Bennett 
in setting up stopping places for these sla'Wes. 
You can be sure that anyone connected with this movement 
was very quiet about his activities because it was a federal 
offense to shelter these runaways. However, nit occasioned no 
great surprise to see one of Mr. Bennettts livery stable teams 
1 
returning to the stable at all hours of the night.u 
In general, ttanti-slavery propaganda did not here meet 
2 
with that favor which it received in many other places.tt 
1. Kingman, op. cit., p. 201. 
2. Loc. cit. 
Civil War 
Brockton again displayed its patriotic spirit by answering 
the attack on Fort Sumner with an enthusiastic meeting in the 
vestry of the New Jerusalem Church. Here gathered about 1,000 
citizens from whose ranks over one hundred men volunteered to 
serve the Union Army. This group of men formed the major part 
of Company F 12th Massachusetts Regiment under the command of 
Colonel Fletcher Webster, only son of the famous Marshfield 
statesman, Daniel Webster. 
The sendoff which these men received was a very patriotic 
demonstration as thousands lined the streets on the morning of 
dune 26, 1861 to bid farewell to 109 men whose destination was 
Fort warren. Martlandts Band of twenty men lead the parade to 
the railroad station but they did not leave the volunteer 
soldiers at the station because they were a part of the 12th 
Regiment ttand it is said that this band became the favorite of 
1 
General Sherman. tt 
Brockton also furnished Company I, First Regiment, Massa-
chusetts Cavalry. This Company was formerly the "Light Dragons 
of North Bridgewatertt. Twice more Brockton answered President 
Lincoln's call for more soldiers. 
It is estimated that '700 men served and there were '74 
recorded deaths, including the death of Colonel Webster who was· 
killed at the Battle of Bull Run, July 30, 1861. 
1. Gruver, op. cit., p. 143-145 
William Cullen Bryant 
Brockton claims certain links with the life of the famous 
New England Poet, William Cullen Bryant. Some writers stated 
that he was born in Brockton, but it is a generally accepted 
fact that he was born in Cummington, Massachusetts and it was 
his parents who were born in Brockton. His father was Dr. 
Peter-Bryant and his mother was Sarah Sriell. 
When William Cullen Bryant was twenty years old he came to 
live at the home of his grandparents at 815 Belmont Street. 
While living here he studied law under the tutelage of William 
Baylies of West Bridgewater and was admitted to the bar in 1815 
but put aside his legal intentions and devoted himself to liter-
ature. There is some evidence that Bryant wrote hi~ famous 
poem nThanatopsist1 , while he was residing in Brockton. 
Bryant paid another visit to Brockton in 1874 and made this 
co.rnment about the shoe industry, ttThe whole place resounds, 
rather rattles, with machinery or shoeshops which turn out 
1 
millions of shoes.n 
1. Brockton Enterprise, September 16, 1931. (50th Anniversary 
Issue of Brockton's City Government.) 
Changing the Name 
The stories which relate the changing of the name of North 
B~idgewater to Brockton are perhaps some of the most amusing 
narrations concerning the history of Brockton. The whole issue 
commenced January 23, 18?1 when it was decided at a public 
meeting that the name North Bridgewater was no longer suitable 
for such a progressive and thriving town, especially when there 
were so many Bridgewaters. Secondly, it was argued that Brock-
ton was gaining national fame because of its shoes, so conse-
quently, it was necessary that a shorter name be given to the 
town in order that ±t would be .readily recognized. 
At least there was agreement that the name should be 
changed, but there was little agreement as to what the name 
should be. It seemed that everyone had a different suggestion 
as exemplified by the following proposed names: Aberdale, 
Alden, Allerton, Amburg, Avon, Brockton, Gaston, Madison, Mon-
tello, Norwood, Oriole, Pyrola, Standish, Stanton,and Winslow. 
At the present time all of the above names, axcept Brock-
ton, seem odd; but at the time some of these names were very 
popular. The shenanigans which followed are enough to confuse 
anyone and they surely confused the people of Brockton when 
they attempted to choose a name. First the name Standish was 
popular and just before this name was sent to the Legislature 
the people voted and changed the petition to the name Stanton. 
When the Legislature r~ceived this request, they had no 
idea of the confusion which was soon to follow, and follow it 
did because before they had a chance to vote on the name of 
Stanton a petition arrived signed by 900 .citizens subscribing 
to·the name of Amburg. On April 18, 1871 a bill was passed in 
the Senate and the House of Representatives changing the name 
of North Bridgewater to Standish, thus recognizing the petition 
which was sent by the duly authorized town meeting. Many citi-
zens were surprised and some were angered because their private 
petition for the name of Amburg was ignored---so the fight was 
on. 
The Legislature was confronted with more petitions signed 
by 1500 people; these petitions proposed a new set of names. 
For some strange reason the battle seemed to be narrowed down 
because when the smoke cleared the names which were most promi-
nent were Allerton, Avon, and Brockton. The Legislature made a 
very wise move this time for it settled its part of this contro-
versial bill by passing a bill on March 28, 1874 authorizing 
the town of North Bridgewater to take the name of Allerton, 
Avon, or Brockton. The contest which ensued resembled any 
vigorous political campaign. 
The two main contestants were Avon and Brockton; each side 
taking action in the form of frequent town meetings. First the 
Avonites issued a circular signed by one hundred and this circul 
lar commended itself to the ncandid consideration tt of the voters! 
of the town. It was the Brockton camp which came up ~ith the 
most effective weapon in the form of a circular containing the 
signatures of a large number of prominent New England 
Postmasters who stated that the name Avon was a ~ery common 
name and would cause considerable confusion to the postal 
authorities because of the many other Avons throughout the 
country. This circular was also signed by four fifths of the 
business men of the town, and was received with enthusiasm 
indicating what the final outcome would be. But still, the 
excitement did not wane because on the night before the voting, 
the town was draped with flags bearing the name of the owner's 
particular choice. The evening ·was highlighted by a huge parade 
and various private displays. 
On the day of the voting most of the shops were closed, and 
before the polls were closed most of the voters of the town had 
cast their ballots. The feature of this voting happened during 
the middle of the day when 256 workmen ,joined in parade with 
two bands and marched to the polls to vote for the name of 
Brockton. Quite a few other voters were of the same opinion as 
these workmen for the final tally showed that Avon had received 
411 votes and Brockton 1080 votes. This news was received with 
much enthusiasm; church bells rang, music and fireworks followe~ 
I 
I 
A formal celebration was held at Washburn House at the i 
corner of School and Main Street. Speech making was followed by 
1 
a toast to the departed name of North Bridgewater. 
1. Gruver, 212..!_ cit • , p • 15 0 • 
lAO 
In view of this vigorous activity, it seems that the 
actual origin of the name Brockton is of secondary importance. 
However, the name of Brockton was suggested by Ira Copeland who 
was a resident of this town. He had heard the name called by 
a railroad conductor as he rode to Detroit. There is a Brockt"1 
in the province of Ontario, no a part of Toronto. This Canadiati 
Brockton was named after Sir Isaac Brock, a soldier and governo) 
of Canada (1769-1812). 
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CHAPTER V 
BROCKTON'S GROWTH 
Brockton Becomes a City 
The population of Brockton was increasing and it was very 
natural that most :people in the town desired to change to a 
city government. A town meeting concerning this questions was 
conducted on January 10, 1881 and it was voted that Brockton 
should approach the State Legislature seeking a city charter. 
I 
A committee was formed to further the progress of this movement. 
Most people thought that the town meeting type of govern-
ment was impractical for 14,000 people, but there were some 
dissenters who believed that the town meeting was the only 
means of good government. Two local :papers carried on a roar-
ing feud expressing the :pr.ofs and conrs of the question~ of the 
but the fact remained that Brockton was growing rapidly and the 
:population had doubled in seven years. At this time Brockton 
was thriving; there were no, strikes because the workers' pay 
was considered very good for the times. Shoe workers were 
receiving $2.50 a day and boys, 14 and 15 years old, received 
from $6.00 to $9.00 a week. Sixty-five shoe factories were in 
operation. However, the real issue which the dissenters 
argued about was the question of temperance. This liquor 
question became the burning issue of the day and temperance 
.meetings were very common. 
The State Legislature was quick to grant Brockton its 
right to become a city. This act was :passed on April 9, 1881 
and was legally accepted on May 23, 188_1 when the voters 
·'· ., 
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favored this act of incorporating Brockton 729 to 240. The 
voting that day was surrounded by a curious event because 300 
to 450 voters were turned away from the polls without being 
able to cast their ballots. The reason for this procedure was 
traced to a mistake when a recent amendment had been overloo~~d; 
this amendment stated that the polls must close at sundown. 
The polls were scheduled to be opened until 7:00P.M., so many 
voters were turned away when they arrived after sundown. In 
spite of this confusion the vote was considered official and 
Brockton became a city. 
The election for the first mayor was held on December 6, 
1881 and the victor was a very respected person by the name of 
Ziba C~ Keith who won by 306 votes. The platform which won for 
Mayor Keith was the policy of ttno license for the coming year. n 
Mr. Keith was a very active man in business and public 
affairs and his popularity was proved by the fact that he was 
re-elected for five one.· year terms as Mayor from 1884-1893. 
Previous to his office as M~yor of Brockton, Mr. Keith was 
connected with the shoe business, dry goods, and a variety store 
trade. Other honors were bestowed upon him for he held such 
positions as: member of the Massachusetts Legislature in 1887, 
tax collector, director and first vice president of the Brockton 
Savings Bank, Justice of the Peace, and a member of the Gover-
nor's Council in 1895. 
The inauguration ceremonies were held in the Opera House 
in the Bryant Block on New Yearts day, 1882. Mayor Keith gave 
.. :.:~- .: 
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a short history of Brockton. His most important remark con-
cerned the question of liquor, and he said: 
ttr trust, with the expression of the. popular will and 
with officers who should be in sympathy with the execution 
of'liquor laws that o~r first year's history as a city 
shall not be marred by the continuance of this evil, which 
so threatens our welfare • tt 1 
Governor Long spoke to the large audience and the inaugura~ 
ceremonies were concluded with a concert. 
The evil which I~yor Keith referred to in his inaugural 
address did raise its head quite a few times in the years which 
followed. Actually, it was of such import that previous to 
1919 and the Volstead Act, the choice of twenty-three mayors 
hinged largely upon the identity of the city marshal and the 
way it was believed he would handle the question of the sale of 
intoxicating liquors. 
One of Brockton's most humorous events happened on May 2, 
1898 when the city celebrated a liquor holiday. The following 
newspaper account gives a concrete idea of how the people cele-
brated this novel holiday which .marked the closing of the bars. 
ttThe police patrol was kept ready and before midnight 26 
people who had over estimated their capacity were locked 
up at the police station. The second day saw 21 arrested, 
a good .many of those who fell by the wayside being pilgrims 
from out of town who had journeyed to the city to see the 
bright light~ through rose colored glasses.n 2 
1. Brockton Enterprise, September 16, 1931. (Anniversary 
Edition. 
2. Loc. cit. 
The "Wizard of Menlo Park11 , Thomas A. Edison, paid a visit 
to Brockton on October 1, 1883 to participate in the ceremony 
connected with the opening of the Edison Electric Lighting 
System. Edison was very interested in the installation of the 
three-wire underground lighting system which had been installed 
in Brockton. This was the first three-wire underground system 
ich had ever been installed in any city in the world. Among 
the firsts which were connected with this new installation were: 
"Brockton may claim the first theatre ever lighted from 
a central station, the first residence so lighted, and 
the first fire-engine house, the latter equipped to light 
all lamps at night and liberate the horses with the strik-
ing of the alarm. tt 1 
There were no special celebrations when the first lights 
re turned on by Edison because few people realized the signif-
icance of the opening of the Edison Lighting Plant. As darkness 
approached, on that fall afternoon many storekeepers waited, 
somewhat skeptically, to see if the lights would really go on. 
Thomas Edison threw the switch and the lights flickered on 
throughout the city. However, there were a few lights which 
came on and then burned.out. The whole set-up at the Edison 
Company was a tremendo.us success and Edison visited Brockton 
many times during the following years to investigate this light-
~ng system. This new plant became a popular show place and 
-~ ttracted many officials from other cities who came to observe 
system so they could adopt it for their own cities •. 
r, ~cit., p. 160-161. 
Transportation 
The introduction of the railroad was one _of the most impor-
tant contributions to the United States because in connected the 
east with the west and supplied an adequate means of transporta-
tion and communication •.. The introduction of the railroad in 
Brockton was also an important event. 
For some years previous to 18t4 manufacturers and merchants 
were handicapped by the lack of sut;ficient transportation 
facilities,. for the speediest means of transportation to Boston 
and to other :parts of the country was the mail coach or the 
baggage wagon which was drawn by two to four horses. The old 
stage coach was still unsatisfactory in spite of the fact that 
the coach traveled to Boston daily instead of three times a week 
In 1846 Brockton was.connected with Boston and Fall River. 
The Old Colony line was extended from Braintree to Brockton and 
Brockton to ttBridgewater connectingwith the Middleboro and 
1 
Bridgewater Railroad.u 
In 1881, six box and three open cars and thirty-nine horses 
constituted the equipment of the Brockton Street Railway Com~ 
pany. In 1890 the horses were replaced by electricity and 
Brockton had the reputation of being the first city in the coun-
try to operate electric street-cars. The first cars ran up 
Crescent and Wart Streets to take care of the factory workers. 
1. Gruver,~ cit., :p. 139 .. 
Fire Department 
The history of the fire department resembles the history 
of the rise of fire departm.ents·in the large cities throughout 
the United States. The construction of many new buildings 
demanded protection against fire; consequently, volunteer fire 
companies which were organized under .the name of private clubs. 
Often it was necessary to be voted into these clubs and the 
members benefitted from the social prestige which was an element 
of these organizations. Usually the members owned their own 
uniforms and equipment. The tremendous rivalry existing among 
the clubs necessarily ended when the fire department came under 
the control of the city government in 1881. It was said that 
the rivalry among the clubs was so keen that members intention-
ally set fires so that their organization could have the honor 
of reaching the fire before the other clubs discovered its 
location. 
It was in 1827 that the first piece of fire apparatus was 
~urchased in Brockton. This fire apparatus was purchased by 
subscription of 23 shares at $20.00 each, and was operated by a 
!IJrivate company. This crude engine was called ttUnion No. 1u, 
~nd was a bucket-tub which had to be filled by hand. It was 
located very near the present Green Street. ttUnion No. ltt along 
with a hook and ladder carriage constituted the fire department 
~ ~ntil the town appropriated $1.000 in 1846 for "the purchase of 
two new and improved suction fire engines on the condition that 
1 
$1,000 in addition be raised by subscription. tl Two .modern 
47 
engines were purchased and were called the 11Enterprisert and the 
nprotectortt. One engine was located in the center of the town 
and the other in Campello. With these pieces of apparatus the 
town felt safe and defiant. These engines were operated by 
volunteers who formed clubs and showed special interest in the 
performance of their engine and team. 
The first fire department was organized in 1845 by an act 
of inco~poration by the Legislature of Massachusetts, and 
Benjamin Kingman was elected chief. In 1861 it was voted to 
pay the firemen 25 cents an hour for services at fires. Again 
in 1877 the town voted to pay the firemen a bonus of 50 cents 
an hour for services within the limits of the town, in addition 
to the $3.00 per year which was the salary. This town purchased 
its first steam fire engine in 1879. The Gamewell fire alarm 
system was also introduced during this year and certainly aided 
the firemen in reaching fires more promptly. Previously, in 
order to sound an alarm it was necessary to run. to the First 
Congregational Chur~h and ring the bell, from one to four times, 
to indicate the direction of the fire. In 1884 the construction 
of the first brick fire house was started. 
In 1885 five permanent men were added to the force. In 
1892 Harry L. Marston was appointed by Mayor Keith as the first 
permanent chief of the department. In 1896 the permanent fire-
~ men asked the City Council for. one day Off in eight instead of 
one in fifteen. This reQuest was refused. 
1. Gruver, op. cit., p. 131. 
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The fire department has changed in many ways since the 
days of the volunteer firemen. Today there are six fire sta-
tions housing fourteen pieces of modern fire apparatus. The 
personnel is comprised of 156 regular firemen who operate on a 
two platoon system. In 1951 the fire department received 1,695 
calls, 111 of these being false alarms. 
The above figures are certainly different from some of the 
figures connected with the fire department in the early years 
of its history. In 1882 there were only 17 fires. In 1900 
there were four fire stations, 36 regular firemen, 43 call fire-
men, 35 horses, five engines, and three hook and ladders. Dur-
1 
ing that year there were 305 fires. 
In 1908 the city purchased the first fire gasolene engine 
that was sold in this country. The motorization of the fire 
department was started in 1909 and it was not until 1920 that 
the last two horses were disposed of. IID. was in 1915 t·ha t the 
fire department went on a completely permanent basis by abolish-
2 
ing the traditional call ;force. 
In 1920 the membership of the fire department increased to 
120 and included such personnel as the chief, two assistant 
chiefs, eight captains, ten lieutenants, 97 hosemen and ladder-
men, and two enginemen. There were 674 fires that year. 
The fire department had 135 members in 1940 to answer 
1~ City of Brockton, Annual Report, 1900, Brockton Public 
Library. 
2. Program of the Fireman Eall, Brockton Firemen's Relief 
Association, 1948. 
Jf.Q 
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1443 calls, 75 being false alarms. Its equipment included hose 
combinations, pumping engines, aerial ladders, an.d a Cadillac 
for the chief. This was quite a change from the days when the 
engines were pulled by hand and the chief rode around in a buggj 
Today the fire department has pensioned 53 men and many 
others have benefitted from the work of the Firemen's Relief 
Association. The Fire Prevention Bureau and the Fire and police 
Signa Bureau are two departments which help to make Brockton's 
fire department a most efficient organization. 
One of the favorite sports of the first firemen was the 
competition called the muster.. Each company competed to. see 
which could throw the longest stream of water. A group of fire-~ 
men lined up on each side of the tub and pumped as fast and har~ 
as possible and it was the best coordinated group that usually 
threw the longest stream of water. 
One interesting story connected with the early fire depart-
ment concerns a Mr. Murphy and Mr. Finley. In 1897 they were I I 
arrested and charged with an attempt to burn their building. J 
was later learned that they carried about $12,000 insurance on 
machinery and goods although they only had about $4,000 worth of 
machinery in the building. They were ~ound guilty and sentenced 
to State Prison for a term of not less than five or more than 
l 
seven years. 
________ .i.-. 
1. Ibid, p. 63. 
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Police Department 
Brockton ~rogressed many years without the aid of ·~olice 
~rotection and it was not until 1881 that a police force of one 
marshal, two assistant marshals, and five patrolmen was. estab-
lished. The first police station consisted of four cells 
located on the second floor of an old building. The ~resent 
~olice station was constructed in 1893. In 1900 there were 33 
members of the ~olice force includingtthe city marshal, three 
captains, three inspectors, twenty-four patrolmen, one lockup 
keeper, and a police matron. 
The prime duty of the police department of the first days 
of its organization concerned the problem of liquor because of 
the no-liquor-license policy. This fact can be attested by the 
fact that in l882.of the 599 arrests made, 355 were for drunken-
ness. During that first year only 13 females were arrested. 
City Marshal Urial Macoy included this statement in his re~ort 
of 1882, "Edward E. Newton has ·a pair of handcuffs, one badge, 
one leather billey, and one whistle, the property of the city --
1 
and has left town.tt 
The liquor problem ~ersisted for many years as evidenced by 
the fact that in 1900 about 50 per cent of the 1072 arrests were 
for drunkenness. It may be noted that in this year 56 females 
were ~rested, 14 for drunkenness. Three other arrests which 
e were recorded were; allowing fowl to trespass, ri'ding a bicycle 
faster than 10 miles an hour, and stubborn children. 
II II 
I 
1. City of Brockton, Annual Report, 1882, Brockton Pub~ic Library. 
l}oc;ton Unrverc;Jty 
School cf Educaiion 
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By 1920 there were 64 regular policemen and 20 reserves • 
.Arrests did not increase in proportion t·o the increase in popu-
lation because only 1,683 arrests were made and there were other 
offenses which were becoming prominent such as non support and 
violation of auto laws. During that year only one person was 
arrested as a tramp and one child for cruelly killing a hen. 
The number of female arrests increased to 149. .Along with 
the usual arrests for drunkenness there were over 250 auto 
arrests, 138 larceny arrests, and 93 assault and battery arrests 
In 1940 there were 96 ~egular policemen and 21 reserves. 
By this year 18 men had been pensioned. The personnel of the 
police department in 1940 listed a city .marshal, captains, a 
li$utenant, inspectors, sergeants, lockup keeper, policewoman, 
.matron, .mechanic, and radio technician. 
Today the Brockton Police Force consists of 107 .men who 
are .members of one of three divisions of the police force; 
Criminal Investigation Bureau, Bureau of Records, and the Traf-
fic Division. 
The City of Brockton is afforded efficient protection by 
our police force who not only maintains law and order but 
assist in any local emergency. 
Brockton Fair 
Another attraction which added rame to the name or Brocktor 
was the event which was once called the ncattle Shown. Today, 
this event exists under the name or the Brockton Fair. The 
first fair was held in October 1874, but it had a premature 
origin in the form or a trotting track called the North Bridge-
water Trotting Track. Mr. o. G. Tinkham conceived the idea that 
the construction or a trotting track would be a successful ven-
ture. However, the idea did not materialize and it was not 
until after the Civil War., when business was booming, that 
interest was again directed toward building a race track. ~~. 
George N. Holmes took the initiative in forming a society of 
business .men, 51 or whose .members purchased stock at $10.00 a 
share and became stockholders in a half mile track which was 
constructed on Belmont Street. This society still exists under 
the original name of the Brockton Agricultural Society. 
The first races were run in October 1874 and the result 
was that it was the most successful show ever held in this 
county. Events of the third day or this first fair were listed 
as follows; firemants muster, to be preceded by a baseball game 
in the morning. In these days it was a treat for the people to 
witness such sporting events because amusements were at a 
premium. The fair grew in popu~arity and attracted many thou~ 
sands from outside the city. Fine displays of stock and agri-
cultural products were important features or the fair. 
In 1881 the admission for adults was 30 cents and this 
S3 
price admitted the fair-goers to such attractions as the grand 
bicycle race, the horse races, and the exhibitions. The d'is-
plays ranged from fancy cakes and crackers to an exhibition by 
the Brockton Telephone Company. 
The fair of 1887 was a happy affair for the children for 
this date marks the beginning of the now famous Children's Day, 
and all children under twelve were admitted free of charge. 
Through the years the fair pleased large audiences by 
presenting outstanding acts and renowned people. In 1905, 
Governor William L. Douglas was the guest of honor and his visit 
signified the beginning of Governor's Day. William Howard Taft 
was the first president who visited the Brockton Fair and his 
remarks indicate that he enjoyed the visit; rtit is impossible 
not to feel real interest and pleaEure in an exhibition of such 
magnitude, charm, and diversity as the Brockton Fair. It seems 
to me truly wonderful that you assemble 80,000 people for a fall 
carnival and maintain such perfect order. I shall always remem-
1 
ber this visit with great pleasure. 11 
The story of the fair might be told by random notes con-
cerning the fair, found in the old fair programs. The fair pre-
sented all types of acts, from the Rosso Midgets to the daring 1 
young ladies on the flying trapeze. Dog shows, night fire worksJ 
and shoe style shows were novel attractions which the people I 
loved to view. 
- :( ~~:·- "'!,'. -o·~ 
1.. Brockton=Times, September 16, 1931. (Anniversary edition, 
Brockton 50 years a City). 
In 1899, the beginning of the horse shows marked a feature 
attraction which is still remembered by many. People tranported 
horses from near and far to compete for the prizes and ribbons 
which were offered. In 1900, there was a race between an 
ostrich and a horse with each hitched to a bicycle sulky; the 
ostrich won. One attraction during the fair of 1904 was the 
bicycle rider who rode down an incline and some~saulted in mid-
air. At the time this was considered to be a sensational act, 
but two years later even this act was decried and the featured 
sensation was the somersaulting automobile. According to the 
program of 1906 this daring act was the "acme of sensationalism 
and example of human endurance.n An·other feature was the per-
formance of Roy Knabenshue who exhibited his dirigible by fly-
ing many times over the fair grounds. 
The attendance figures in 1905 recorded 150,000 people who 
crowded the fair .gi'ounds. This figure reached 250,000 in 1922 
and amply proved the pqpulari ty of the Brockton Fair. Through-
out the years the day which attracted most attention was Boston 
Day. Train load after train load o~ people arriving from Boston 
was a common occurrence. The procession from the railroad 
station to the fair grounds was a sight to behold. 
The Hippodrome was what is now the midway and it ran the 
gamut of entertainment from the popular fun house to society's 
horse shows. In some respects the fairs have not changed at all· 
this quote wiil clarify this statement; nLest the big show be 
given to the people possessing a peculiar penchant for getting 
. · .. 
. ·· ...... 
into the Fair Grounds without paying the price •••• the fences 
will be supervisedn. 
The following quote gives the fair a very personal touch: 
ttThe oval in the old days was, plainly apeaking, a harbor 
for saloons on wheels, with accompanying scenes of dis-
order and vulgarity •••• Going home from the fair grounds 
today is like coming home from a Sunday school picnin as 
compared with past scenes.n 1 
This editorial expressed approval of the fact that the 
«tally-ho and drag parties from Boston and elsewherett were grad-
ually being eradicated. 
The Brockton Fair is an institution in which the people of 
Brockton justly pride themselves. 
1. Brockton Enterprise, October 7, 1910. 
Library 
The first Brockton Library was established a few years 
after the Revolutionary War. This library was the forerunner o 
the present library and was called a ttsocial librarytt. The 
books were purchased by means of public subscription and were 
housed in private homes. In 1840 the town appropriated $15.00 
for a public library and in 1867 the town voted to establish a 
library which would be controlled by the town. The first resi-
dence of the library was on Green Street, moving from there to 
the Satucket Block, then moving to the City Hall. 
The present Library was dedicated in 1913 and this build-
ing was made possible by the generous gift of Andrew Carnegie. 
This gift by Mr. Carnegie was originally supposed to be $75,000 
but the city thought that this amount was not sufficient to 
build the type of library which the residents of Brockton 
desired. Under the leadership of Rev. Dr. Wadsworth, pastor of 
Central M. E. Church, a committee was sent to New York to seek 
a larger donation. The committee was successful. The addition-
al donation carried the provision that the city agree to 
appropriate not less than $11,000 annually for the maintenance 
of the library. 
The library of today certainly offers many more features 
than were offered by the nsocial librarytt. Not only is a wide 
~ selection of books available to all the people, but the library 
offers phonograph records with works of such master musicians 
as Liszt, Grieg, Debussy, Chopin, ,and many others; fifum nights; 
concerts; art exhibitions; Great Books Discussion Groups; and 
other special programs free of charge to all patrons. Today, 
there are over 127,000 volumes of all types. Children's books 
are featured in the Children's Room. The young adults of 
Brockton have a special room for their convenience. The Refer-
ence Room is very complete with the latest books of facts and 
information. Just recently a new Business Library has been 
·located in the Reference Room. Newspapers and pamphlets are in 
sufficient number for most local needs. 
Numerous other activities are presented at the library 
including di~lays, lectures, educational movies, and puppet 
shows for the children. It can be said that Brockton has very 
excellent library facilities. It might be noted that relatively 
few people take advantage of its 'benefits. There are approxi-
mately 17,000 people who borrow books from the library. This 
number is not too large in view of the fact that there were 
14,000 borrowers listed in 1900. 
In 1882 the Brockton Public Library housed 7,600 volumes 
and today there are over 127,000 volumes. The most popular 
books are fiction, and recently books on sociology have gained 
some popularity. The library of today has changed from the 
days when the librarian was paid $407.69 a year. (1882). 
S8 
City Hall 
Seven years after Brockton had been incorporated as a city, 
it was decided by Mayor Albert R. Wade that.the city should have 
a home of its own. Numerous plans were submitted'by architects 
who hoped that their plans would win the approval of the city 
officials. In order to settle the question of location of the 
City Hall, it was voted 1213 to 733 to build it at the present 
School Street site~ 
The laying of the cornerstone, May 30, 1892, was marked 
by a parade and various programs at the City Theater. A copper 
box was sealed and placed in the cornerstone ahd contained such 
articles· as: the Address of Hon. Ziba C. Keith, copies of 
reports of the s.chool c o.m.mi ttee, new coins of 1892, copies of 
the Brockton Enterprise, and a copy of the History of North 
Bridgewater, Massachusetts. 
The dedication of the City Hall on September 25, 1894 was 
a day of exciting celebrations,.highlighted by the presence of 
Governor Frederick T. Greenhalge. The new building was gaily 
decorated with bunting; a large crowd gathered to participate 
in the formal dedication ceremonies. After the dedication a 
banquet was served at the Brockton Fair for the special guests 
and officials who had participated in the program. In the 
evening, appropriate exercises were held in the rotunda of the 
4lt City Hall to honor Brockton's dead soldiers. 
The Brockton Enterprise reported the activities in full. 
One comment noted that na party of young girls, none of them 
over 16 years of age, stood on the steps of the City Hall while 
the Governor was speaking and criticized the style and width of 
1 
the excellency 1 s trousers.n 
Another comment .mentioned that ntwo youths distinguished 
themselves by falling through the plastefing in the new City 
Hall .••• one was turned over to a policeman, but the other 
2 
offender escaped detectidm. 11 
1. Brockton Enterprise, September 16, 1931. (Anniversary 
Edition). 
2. Loc. cit. 
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Grover Disaster 
During its ea.rly years as a town and city, Brockton 
suffered from fires and other minor disasters but the catastro-
phe which caused the most concern to Brocktonians was the Grover 
disaster of 1905; a disaster which claimed the lives of 58 and 
injured more than 150 people. 
The R •. B. Grover & Company was a shoe factory which manu-
factured a fine grade of footwear and sold its products directly 
to the consumer. At eight o'clock on the morning of March 20, 
1905, this busy establishment was shocked and rocked_by a gigan-
tic blast which caused the upper part of the center of the fac-
tory to crash through the second floor to the ground enveloping 
the helples~ workers in its wake. The factory immediately 
became a fiery caldron and many of the victims did not have the 
slightest chance to escape from the roaring flames. 
The flames were shooting hundreds of feet into the air as 
some of the injured workers escaped from the building by crawl-
ing through holes torn in the side of the factory. The list of 
heroic efforts exerted on the part of firemen and civilians is 
too long to list. 
When the flames had finally been subdued, the factory had 
burned to the ground. Many nearby homes were also engulfed by 
[the shooting flames. The city of Brockton was shrouded in a 
til state of mourning as the people learned of the deaths of their 
~riends and relatives. 
Tne cause of this disaster was attributed to the boiler 
which was blown through the ceiling of the factory and ended 
its journey in a house which was about 100 feet from the fac-
tory. Mayor Edward H. Keith issued a proclamation setting 
apart Thursday March 23, 1905 for the public funeral services. 
The dead were honored as 20,000 people lined the street to view 
a most heart-rending and impressive sight. Over 2 ,5o·o men 
marched to the funeral services. 
The story of this disaster was given wide coverage in all 
newspapers in this section of the country and for weeks people 
came from outside the city to view the Grover disaster. The 
Brockton Enterprise reported this terrible happening in the 
following manner: 
"It was the morning of March 20. Working at the benches 
on four floors were nearly 400 men and women. It was 
said •••• that hardly had a cheery 'good morning' been 
exchanged when .••• out of the boilerroom •.•• there sprang 
a huge projectile that crushed timbers, steel, iron and 
glass. The factory trembled, groaned, and collapsed. 
Flames swept in intensely destructive fury over the debris. 
Bleeding, panting, crazed men and women tore themselves 
out of the wake of blight •••• the factory had collapsed 
like an egg shell.n 1 
1. Brockton Enterprise, March 20, 1905 • 
•. . 
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Flood 
It hardly can be admitted that the recorded flood or 1886 
can be compared with any floo.d reported in the newspapers or 
today, but still, Brockton did experience a period when many or 
its main ways were covered by water. Three inches or snow com-
bined with two days or p.el ting rain filled the Salisbury River 
and Trout Brook to a capacity level~ The result was an over-
flowing of rushing water which submerged Warren Avenue under 
two feet of water. All traffic was halted on Main Street when 
it was covered by three feet of water. Most people near 
Salisbury River were quick to leave their homes and go to higher 
land. One family on Bartlett Street remained so long that it 
~as necessary to rescue them in a row boat. 
There was $5,000 worth of damage to the roads, plus the 
. , 
damage costs of repair to cellars and furniture. The cry tfie 
following week was, •tdown with the dams and prevent a repetition 
1 
of this calamity." The solution to this problem did not come 
rntil the famous intermittent downward filtration sewer was 
ionstructed in 1894. 
~· Brockton Enterprise, September 16, 1931. (50th Anniversary 
ffidi tion of Oi ty Government.) 
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Churches 
The First Congregational Church which was established in 
1737 was the only church in Brockton for many years. It was 
not until about 1840 that other churches began to be built. 
The South Congregational Church was formed in 1836 because the 
people in the southern part of the town complained that it was 
too far to travel in order to attend services held in the First 
Congregational Church. The New Jerusalem Church was instituted 
in this same year. 
The Porter Evangelical Church was established in 1850 when 
some people withdrew from the First Congregational Church in 
order to form a church which professed different beliefs. The 
period after 1850 saw the rise of numerous churches of many 
denominations. A Methodist Church was built in 1830 and other 
Methodist churches were constructed in different sections of 
the city. The First Baptist Church was opened in 1850 and soon 
gathered enough members to warrant the establishment of other 
Baptist churches. St. Paul's Episcopal Church opened its doors 
in 1877. 
The first Catholic Church was called St. Patrick's and 
was dedicated in 1859. Other Catholic churches were built 
throughout the city. 
The list of churches which were constructed in this period 
is long and it should suffice to say that Brockton people indi-
cated that the church was an intricate part of their lives. 
There were weekly newspapers published as far back as 
1835 such as the Bridgewater Patriot and Old Colony Gazette. 
The Brockton Weekly Advance was published in 1876 and the 
Brockton Weekly Enterprise became the first daily paper in 
January 1880. 
William L. Douglas became the publisher of the Brockton 
Daily Times. This paper commenced publication in 1895 and was 
purchased by the Brockton Enterprise in 1934. 
-' 
All during this period around the turn of the century ther 
were ~ number of short lived newspapers. For example, the 
Brockton Daily Herald was the shortest lived paper in the city 
because its last edition was published eight days after the 
first publication. Incidentally, the eighth day was pay day. 
The only paper of wide circulation published today is the 
Brockton Enterprise-Times. Previous to the purchase of the 
Brockton Times, the Brockton Enterprise was one of two large 
daily newspapers. There were 500 copies issued on the first 
day of publication. Its gain in readers has always been 
increasing, and today ov~r 40,000 copies are printed on week 
days. 
Albert Fuller was the first owner of the Brockton Enter-
prise and with the help of C. Heath Rich, editor, he establishe 
the prestige of this newspaper by being impartial on~st contra 
versial issues. The policy of the paper can be summed up in 
this quote: 
ttThis paper is not f'or any favored class, clique, or 
partisan group. In politics it has undertaken to be 
independent, on municipal matters fair and open minded. 
It has tried not to let personal pref'erence bias its 
handling of' the news. tt 1 
Through its many years of' good news service the Brockton Enter-
prise has usually abided by this policy and te avoi&Jtrouble 
f'rom pressure groups. 
The main purpose of the paper is to report local and 
national news with special emphasis on local happenings. It is 
almost certain that no newspaper can be impartial on all issues, 
but in many instances the -Brockton Enterprise has achieved a 
high level of impartiality. 
Just like· the theme of' the whole paper, ~he editorials of' 
the Brockton Enterprise have been f'or the most part fair and 
just. It might be noted that some of' the f'irst editorials 
diff'ered fnom the pre.sent day ones. This edi toraal appeared 
in 1880~ 
nour thanks are due .to Frank H. Lawson for a package of' 
his new brand of' cigars, 'The Champion'. We have sampled 
them with pleasure and can heartily reco.m.mendthem as one 
of the f'inest 5-cent weeds that we ever smoked. tt 2 
1. Brockton Enterprise, January 27, 1930. (Fif'tieth Anniver-
sary Edition of' f'irst qaily newspaper.) 
2. Loc. cit. 
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Health 
Prior to 1854, Brockton did not have_ any residing dentists. 
Much of the dental work was done by traveling dentists who 
~isited the city once a year. In case of emergency, the physi-
cian was called upon to pull a tooth. 
Brockton Hospital 
Under the inspiration of George Clarence Holmes, the city 
opened the Brockton Hospital in 1896. It was in 1890 that Mr. 
Holmes wrote to the Boston Globe and commented that Brockton 
was in need of a hospital and this article served as the incen-
tive for interested citizens to start soliciting funds for this 
project. Enough funds were finally collected after six years 
and the hospital was opened and its purpose was announced; 
ttFor the medical and surgical treatment and nursing of the sick 
and wounded who maw not have the means or opportunities of 
obtaining relief and care in other ways, and of any others who 
may desire such treatment.tt 
During the first years, volunteer nurses cared for the 
sick. There were 150 patients treated the first year and 83 
others received surgical operations. A school of nursing was 
opened in 1897. 
Sewerage 
The flood of 1886 proved to the citizens of Brockton that 
some system was necessary to protect the city from other floods. 
In 1894 this problem was adequately provided for in the form of 
a sewerage system of intermittent downward filtration. This 
sewerage system became very famous and many engineers and city 
and state officials, from all parts of the world, came to 
inspect Brockton's model plant. 
Water 
Good water is a great asset to any city, and Brockton is 
certainly favored by its extraordinary water supply which 
comes from Silver lake. .Analysis of this water proves that it 
is remarkably soft and pure. Silver Lake water is usually so 
fine in quality that no artificial means are necessary to make 
it more pure. The water in excess to that which is necessary 
flows into the twin reservoir in Avon. During World War II, 
chlorine was used, but in small quantity; one half gallon to 
every million gallons of water. 
The purity of this water permits its safe use in storage 
batteries, and contributes to the exceptional quality of stains 
1 
and blackings made in Brockton. 
2· 
1. City Government, City of Brockton, Massachusetts, 1951, 
p. 52. 
Centennial 
Brockton celebrated. its lOOth anniversary as a town and 
city in 1921, and the occasion.was marked by a week or festivi-
ties held at the Brockton Fair grounds. Rev. Warren F. Landers 
suggested to Mayor Gleason that an appropriate observance 
should commemorate this anniversary. Consequently, after a 
great deal of .:planning,, a week of celebration commenced on June 
12th with services in the various churches throughout the city. 
' 
In the afternoon a concert was .:presented at the Brockton Fair 
and this event was witnessed by 15,000. During the week many 
fraternal organizations and business establishments took .:part 
in this celebration by displaying historical and educational 
eshibits. Tne highlight of the week was the Pageant of Brock-
ton which was written by Mrs. Suzanne Cary Gruver. This pag-
eant was a tremendous production and em.:plpyed a cast of over 
1,000. 
The centennial year also marked the formal presentation 
of Eldon Keith Field to the city for the use of the Brockton 
schools. This field was a Tienefit to the city for two reasons. 
First, it gave the schools a wonderful field for sporting 
events; secondly, this field gave a new look to a section of 
Brockton which formerly was an e~esore. This section was known 
as the West Elm Street dump, and far back in the history of the 
,. city this section was a fair-sized pond. 
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Random Notes 
During the year 1906 there was a great deal of talk, and 
even some action about the question of digging a cahal which 
would connect Brockton with the ocean. The following quotes 
r <·J- • 
give the flavor of the sentiments of the people concerning 
"' this propo.sed canal •. 
·"The canal bill has been signed by Gov. Guild ••• Now comes 
the question whether the cities and town along the line 
want the canal. If they don 1 t they're a funny lot of 
voters.n 1 
"The visiting legislators came to thills city this week to 
see how a canal would look meandering on its' pellucid and 
· peaceful course down Brockton streets ••• They believe 
Brockton as a port of entry is one of the greatest schemes 
they have encountered." 2 
t 1Why, we can almost hear the tug boat whistle •.• Already the 
city begins to assume a marine look, and a pleasure of the 
days not so far away may be a visit to the banks of the 
canal every afternoon and eve:rh.mng to see the ships come 
in.n 3 
none doubting Thomas said, 'It would be cheaper to move 
the entire city of Brockton to the shore' .u 4 
************* 
"No kind of labor was disdained. Everyone was taught to 
become independent. There was no distinction between the 
laborer and employer.· Everyone was taught to make the 
most of life and apply it to some useful purpose ••• Its 
growth has been substantial as well as. rapid, and it does 
not take the wisdom of a prophet to see a greater and 
grander Brockton in the years to come. t~ 5 
1. Brockton Enterprise, June 30, 1906. 
2. Brockton Enterprise, April?~ 1906. 
3. Brockton Enterprise, September 29, 1906. 
4. Brockton'Enterprise, June 16, 1906. 
5. Brockton Picture Book, Historical Room, Brockton Library,p. ( 
{_·' ._, 
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Random Notes 
"The city is well built in every respect. The air is 
always fresh and healthy. There is no slum district, and 
grinding poverty is· little known. There are no disorderly 
resorts, and the moral of the community will bear the 
highest endorsement.n 1 
************* 
nThe Douglas Company and some of the workers there had a 
little misunderstanding this week and it was quickly 
settled for the time at least. 'These things will happen 
in the best of families." 2 
************* 
11At it again: Daniel Creedon, a youth about 14 years of 
age, has been before the court several times for taking 
rides without the consent of the owners of the teams.n 3 
************* 
In 1906 there was one Brocktonian who definitely was dis-
turbed by the word which commonly refers to a lower region 
after death. Mrs. Eva s. Holmberg, chairman of the stitchers 
Union, severely vituperated secretary Gerry Brown during a 
' 
speech in which he made reference to the San Francisco earth-
quake when he said, ttsan Francisco morally was a hell! n 
ttBrother Brown, r snapped Mrs. Holmberg', will you kindly remem-
ber that there is a lady in the hall ••• If you cannot proceed 
with more fitting language ••• you will be considered out of 
order. 11 4 
1. Ibid, p • 9 • 
2. History of the City of Brockton, Brockton Board of Trade 
1904, p. 21. 
3. Brockton Enterprise, February 11, 1881. 
4. Brockton Enterprise, April 26, 1906. 
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2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
Random Notes 
nrn twelve or fifteen years, good judges.think Brockton 
ought to have a ~o~ulation of 100 1 000 or better. That is, 
~rovided we d·on 't ste~ on our own toes in some fashion and 
cri~~le ourselves so that we can't move forward much 
farther.u 1 
************* 
nwhat a fine thing it would be if storms on Saturday could 
be abolished.tt 2 
nThere is one merry crowd in town on a day when the rains 
are lashing the city, and that is when the school boys 
and girls hear the 'no school' signal sound.tt 3 
************* 
ttHave you been reading the stories of vandalism and wilful 
destruction of ~ro~erty by boys around town. Doesn't it 
make you long to see a s~anking machine ~ut into use in 
several homes in the city.n 4 
ttThe crowd shooting cra~s in back of Commercial yard with 
lighted candles to illuminate the scene at night was a 
sur~rising ~ieee of scenery that Officer Phil Finnigan 
came u~on. tt 5 
************* 
ttThe man who is always taking the short end on bets is 
now wagering each day that the Boston Americans will win 
a game. tt 6 
Brockton EnterJ2rise, J"une 17, 1910. 
Brockton EnterJ2rise, J"uly 9, 1910. 
Brockton EnterJ2rise, October 21, 1910. 
Brockton Enter~rise, November 13, 1910. 
Brockton Enterprise, December 11, 1910. 
Brockton Enterprise, May 26, 1906. 
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Brockton Today 
Today, Brockton has a population of over 65,000. There 
are about 9,000 students who attend the city's twenty-nine 
schools. The Brockton Public Library, with its branches in 
Oampello and Montello, house more than 100,000 volumes, includ-
ing reference and technical volumes. There are forty-eight 
churches, six hospitals, six fire stations, six post offices, 
one police station, and one daily newspaper. 
Brockton has about 800 acres of parks, including the 
beautiful and spacious D. W. Field Park. There are three swim-
ming pools which provide supervised recreational activities for 
thousands of youngsters. The city has four golf courses. 
Brockton has better than average health facilities, including 
one of the finest water supplies in the United States. 
Brockton's government is run by a mayor and the City 
Council of eleven members, seven from the wards and four coun-
cilors at large. The city claims ade~uate bureaus which care 
for such things as; old age assistance, dependent children, and 
public welfare. The water, sewerage, park, and health depart-
ments give the city excellent advantages. 
The most important concern of Brockton today is its 
economic development. It is difficult to give definite state-
ments concerning its economic situation, but it must be admit-
ted that Brockton has lost many of its shoe factories to other 
parts of the country. Such an admission necessarily causes 
concern to the citizens of Brockton because at one time, about 
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the turn of the century, seventy per cent of the total value of 
Brockton's manufactured products depended on the shoe industry; 
Today, for various reasons; the shoe business is going else-
where. The population remains stable and consequently, it is 
necessary for many of the youth of Brockton to migrate to other 
cities and towns in order to secure work. 
It may be added, however, that 11 the community finding it-
self on the downgrade has within itself the power, by co-oper-
1 
ative action, to improven. Brockton's hope lies in the possi-
bili ty of introducing large industries which will be able t.o 
utilize a ttlarge, ready reservoir of skilled and semi-skilled 
2 
laborers, tt who have a great deal of skill for operating 
machines. 
One of Brockton's geographical advantages lies in the fact 
of its proximity to Boston and Cape Ood. This fact puts Brock-
ton in an area which contains the world's largest concentration 
of buying power. 
Brockton can possibly throw off some of its present 
troubles and enjoy prosperity provided it is fortunate enough 
to get the leadership of able citizens. 
1. Homer Hoyt Ass0ciates, A Report on the Economic Base of the 
Brockton Massachusetts Area, January, 1949. 
2. Loc. cit. 
----
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CHAPTER VI~ 
TEACHING ABOUT BROCKTON IN SOCIAL STUDIES CLASSES 
·, 
.· 
_} .... 
. ; . 
• 
f., . ·! 
'· 
a. Numerous framed and unframed pictures of early 
Brockton. 
b. Early maps of Brockton 
c. Old diaries, records, and books which concern 
the history of Brockton. 
An interesting project for the students while visiting the 
Historical Room would be to assign each student a certain 
? 
subject to report on~ The material for these topics is 
found in the boxes on the pamphlet shelves. Some sugges-
tions are: 
a. North Bridgewater Adelphian Academy Box - containJ 
catalogues and information concerning this school 
as far back as the year 1844. 
b. Brockton Amusement Box - contains programs of 
affairs conducted over seventy years ago. 
c. Brockton Board of Health - contains reports dated 
back to the year 1907. 
d. Brockton Chamber of Commerce Box - contains old 
reports and newspapers concerning the work of the 
Chamber of Commerce. 
e. Brockton School Department Box - contains reports 
which date back to 1853. 
3. A field trip to a shoe factory in Brockton would be of greai 
value to the students. Trips to a fire station, the police 
station, and the court house would also be of value in the 
teaching of the history of Brockton. 
Maps 
1. Draw a map of the roads of Brockton as you imagine they 
would be in 1650, 1776, 1821, l88l,Al950. 
2. Draw a map of Brockton and mark in such places as Stone 
Hill house, D. W. Field tower, Knapp Shoe factory in Mon-
tello, City Hall, the police station, Brockton High School, 
Eldon Keith Field, and O'Connell playground. 
3. Draw a map of Brockton and illustrate its rivers and lakes. 
4. Draw a ma:p of Brockton an locate its present day churches. 
5. Draw a map of Brockton and locate its :playgrounds and 
amusement centers. 
6. Draw a map of Brockton and locate its industrial center. 
Letters 
1. Imagine that you were the son or the daughter of an early 
Brockton settler. Write to a f±iend and tell about the 
customs, the food, and other interesting facts which were 
a part of this early living. 
2. Imagine that it is 1800 and you have just returned from 
church. Write to a f±iend and tell how the services were 
conducted. 
3. Imagine tha·t you have a shoe sho:p in your kitchen and are 
the son of an early settler. Write to a friend and describe! 
how a shoe is made. Tell how the shoes are sold to an 
itinerant shoeman. 
4. Imagine that you were a member of a fireman's club and have 
just returned from a fire. Write to a friend and describe 
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Letters 
some of the interesting facts which are connected with 
getting to the fire and putting it out. 
5. Imagine that you are a pupil at Mrs. cionesr school. Write 
to a friend and tell of some of the subjects you take. 
6. Imagine that you helped to hide some negroes who were try-
ing to escape to Canada. Write to a friend and tell some 
of the dangers you underwent. Tell of how thankful the 
negroes were to you for your assistance in hiding them. 
? • Imagine that you have jast been appointed as a .member of 
the new police department. Write to a friend and tell of 
you~ new duties. 
8. Imagine that you own a show horse which will appear at the 
Brockton Fair in 1900. Write to a friend and tell how a 
typical horse show is conducted at the Brockton Fair. 
Construction 
1. Construct a model home which is typical of the homes of 
Brockton 1 s early settlers. 
2. Construct some Indian tools and weapons. 
3. Construct a model of a kitchen shoe factory. 
4. Dress dolls in the clothing which would be worn about the 
year 1800• 
5. Sew an old-fashioned quilt. 
Museum 
A museum could be set up in a corner of the room and the 
material collected could 'be saved from ear. 
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Museum 
1. Collect Indian relics such as hatchets, bones and pottery. 
2. Collect guns and clothing which was used in former wars. 
3. Collect old diaries, records, books, and newspapers which 
are connected with the history o:f Brockton. 
4. Collect any old tools which were used in the manufacture 
o:f early Brockton shoes. 
5. Collect any old pictures or paintings o:f Brockton. 
6. Collect old-fashioned clothing which was worn by early 
Brocktonians. 
7. Collect any games or any playthings which were used by the 
children o:f Brockton's early settlers. 
Posters 
1. Draw a poster advertising a pair o:f Douglas shoes. 
2. Draw a poster advertising a spelling bee to be held in the 
parish meeting house. 
3. Draw a poster advertising the Brockton Fair (1890). 
4. Draw a poster which shows the :family tree of some family 
who live in Brockton. 
5. Draw a poster which lists some o:f the subjects which.were 
:formerly taught in the Brockton schools. 
6. Draw a poster which displays anti-slavery propaganda. 
7. Draw a poster which advertises the annual :fireman's Ball. 
8. Draw a poster which tells of the evils o:f liquor. 
9. Draw a political poster which favors the election o:f Ziba 
Keith as mayor o:f Brockton. 
RO 
Biogra:Qh;y 
1. Write a biography of Myles Standish. 
~. Write a biography of Massasoit. 
3. Write a biography of Ziba Keith. 
4. Write a biography of William L. Douglas. 
5. Write a biography of the :present .mayor. 
6. Write a biography of the :present superintendent of schools. 
Poems 
1. Write a :poem about the hardships of the early settlers 
who came to Brockton. 
2. Write a poem about the Indian tribes who lived in the 
vicinity of Brockton. 
3. Write a poem about the birth of the shoe industry in 
Brockton. 
4. Write a :poem about some of the humorous incidents connected 
with the changing of the name of North Bridgewater to 
Brockton. 
5. Write a poem about Edison's visit to Brockton. 
6. Write a :poem about Brockton becoming a city. 
7. Write a humorous :poem about the liquor problem which 
existed in Brockton around 1900. 
Graphs 
1. Draw a graph which shows the increase of population in 
Brockton from 1700 to the :present day. 
2. Draw a graph which shows the rise of shoe factories in 
Brockton. 
'·.f. ' 
R1. 
Graphs 
3. Draw a graph which shows the increase of schools in 
Brockton since 1800. 
4. Draw a graph which shows the increase of city taxes since 
1881. 
Roving Reporter 
The students should be allowed to mix facts and imagination 
in order to produce an interesting article. 
1. Imagine that you were assigned to write the story of the 
meeting of Myles Standish and Massasoit. Give all the 
details and important highlights of this transaction. 
2. Imagine that you have interviewed Rev. dOhn Porter just as 
he arrived at his new parish in Brockton. Report what Rev. 
Porter expects from his new parishioners. 
3. Imagine that you have interviewed the son of an early 
settler. Write an article which tells of some of the 
activities of this boy. 
4. Imagine that you interviewed Micah Faxon just as he was 
leaving for Boston with his first shipment of shoes. 
Report Micah's statements in regard to the future of the 
shoe business in Brockton. 
5. Imagine that you have been assigned to report the excite-
ment which is connected with the changing of the name 
North Bridgewater to Brockton. 
6. Imagine that you have interviewed a man who voted for the 
name of Avon. Relate his reaction to the name of Brockton. 
Roving Reporter 
7 •. Imagine that you interviewed William Cullen Bryant when he 
visited Brockton. Write an article which reports his 
activities and statements. 
8. Imagine that you interviewed an Indian who believed that 
the white settlers had no right to live on Indian lands. 
Write an article reporting.some of the Indian's beliefs. 
9. Imagine that you interviewed a negro who was hiding in 
Mr. Bennett's shelter. Write an article and tell how 
thankful the negro is to Mr. Bennett for his help. 
~o. Imagine that you interviewed the principal of Brockton High 
in 1875. Write an article giving his reasons for stating 
that students do not study as hard as they formerly did. 
Imagine that you interviewed a person who believed that his· 
sister was still in the wreckage of the Grover factory. 
Write an article telling of his excitement. Give an account 
of the general scene of horror. 
2. Imagine that you interviewed Thomas Edison when he came to 
Brockton. Write an article and give some of the background 
history of Edison. 
3. Imagine that you interviewed a fireman who was pinned under 
the wreckage of the fallen roof of the Strand Theater. 
Write an article telling of his experience. 
e. 4. Imagine that you have interviewed the Mayor. Write an 
article telling of the Mayor's statements about the future 
of Brockton. 
Cartoons 
1. Draw a cartoon of the early settlers of Brockton frightened 
by the Indians. 
2. Draw a cartoon of the Indians preparing for an attack on 
the early settlers. 
3. Draw a cartoon of a person falling asleep during a service 
held in Brockton's first church. 
4. Draw a cartoon depicting the difficult travel conditions 
caused by the horse and buggy. 
5. Draw a cartoon showing haN differently a child dressed in 
1800 in comparison with a child of today. 
6. Draw a cartoon of Mrs. Jonesr private school. 
7. Draw a cartoon showing the amazement of the Brockton 
merchants when the electric lights were switched on. 
8. Draw a cartoon showing the crowded condition at the Brock-
ton Fair in 1890. 
9. Draw a cartoon showing the firemen competing in the firema~ 
muster. 
Guest Speakers 
1. Invite·some old Brocktonian who can relate incidents which 
happened in Brockton over fifty years ago. 
2. Invite Mr. William Shinnickto tell the class about his 
work of investigating old Brockton deeds. 
Interviews 
The students can interview many people and report to the class 
the new information which they have gathered. 
Interviews 
1. Interview parents and friends on such questions as: 
a. Early shoe factories. 
b. Changing the name of North Bridgewater to Brockton. 
c. Brockton Fair in olden days. 
d. The first mayor. .. 
e. City Theater. 
f. Visit of Thomas Edison. 
g. Highland Park. 
h. Armistice Day in Brockton. 
i. Depression in Brocktoh. 
j. Centennial celebration. 
k. Strand Fire. 
1. Grover Disaster. 
m. V. d. Day in Brockton. 
2. Interview some member of the Chamber of Commerce and collect 
any available dat~ concerning the history and progress of 
Brockton. 
3. Interview a member of the fire department and try to get 
some information concerning the early fire department. 
4. Interview a member of the police force and try to get some 
information concerning the first police department. 
5. Interview a clergyman and find out the origin of his church. 
~ 6. Interview an old school teacher and get some information 
concerning the early schools in Brockton. 
7. Interview a member of the City Government and get some infn;u 
mation concerning Brocktonrs present plan of government. 
R5 
Pictures 
1. Draw a picture of Myles Standish meeting Massasoit at 
Sachem's rock. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
o. 
Draw a picture of Brockton's first church. 
Draw a picture of an early settilier's,house 
Draw a picture of a shoe factory in a kitchen. 
Draw a picture of an early settler traveling to the town 
meeting. 
Draw a picture of a typical town meeting. 
Draw a picture of Micah Faxon carrying shoes to Boston. 
Draw a picture of the early types of shoes. 
Draw a picture of Mr. Bennett hiding a negro. 
Draw a picture of Thomas Edison throwing the switch which 
turned on the first electric lights in Brockton. 
Draw a picture of the Douglas trade-mark. 
Draw a picture of the soldiers training on the church green. 
Draw a picture of Brockton soldiers leaving for the Civil 
War. 
r4. Draw a picture of Main Street covered by the waters of the 
flood of 1886. 
Draw a picture of the Grover Fire. 
Draw a picture of the dedication of the Library. 
Draw a picture of the dedication of the City Hall. 
Draw a picture of the Strand Fire. 
Draw a picture of the seal of Brockton. 
Debate 
~.1. Debate this statement: The Indians did not receive a fair 
return for the land which they sold to the Duxbury freemen. 
2. Debate this statement: Brockton would have been better off 
if it had not changed its name. 
3. Debate this statement: Brockton made a wise move when it 
decided to change from the town government to a city 
government. 
4. Debate this statement: Town meetings should replace the 
meetings of the City Council. 
5. Debate this statement: Brockton does not have sufficient 
geographical advantages to encourage industrial growth. 
Reports 
Many of these reports concern the present history of Brockton 
and could be used in the stude of local government. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
Make a report 
Make a report 
Make a report 
City Hall. 
Make a report 
Cross located 
on the 
on the 
on the 
on the 
at 180 
present status of the Fire Department. 
present status of the Police Departmen 
Department of Public Welfare located iJ 
Brockton Chapter of the American Red 
Belmont Street. 
5. Make a report on the Brockton Visiting Nurse Association 
located at 231 Main Street. 
6. Make a report on the Brotherhood Shoe Union located at 
389 Main Street. 
7. Make a report on the Brockton Health Department located at 
R7 
Reports 
the City B;all. 
8. Make a report on the Brockton Highway Department. 
9~ Make a report on the Old Age Assistance Bureau. 
Make a report on the Brockton Park Commission. 
Make a report on the Brockton School Committee .. 
Make a report on Station W. B. E. T. 
Make a report on Brockton's drinking water. 
Essays 
1. Write an essay on the origin of shoes. 
2. Write an essay on how Brockton became an important shoe cit 
3. Write an essay and tell why Brockton is a progressive city. 
4. Write an essay and tell about Brockton 1 s excellent water 
supply. 
Films 
Some of these films would be of value in the teaching of local 
history. This list is found at Boston University. 
1. Colonial Expansion (So 42, Boston University) 
2. Communications and Our Town (Malinke, 1946) 
3. Community Life (323.25, Helpers Series SVE.) 
4. Early Settlers of New England (Boston University) 
5. Growth of Cities {So 50 Encyclopedia Britannica, Boston 
University. 
6. Hometown U. S. A. (9173) 
7. Know Your Community (323.35)' 
8 • ::.:N~e_:.;w___:::::=.~-=.:..:::::::..:.: March of Times, Boston University) 
9. The TQvyn 
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6. The first settlers came to Bridgewater in: 
1. 1650 
2. 1610 
3.'~. 1622 
4. 1721 
7. One of the first acts of the settlers was 
the building of a: 
1. fire station 
2. church 
3.. shoe factory 
4. post office 
8. The ancestry of the early Brocktonians was: 
1. English 
2. Irish 
3. German 
4. Italian 
9. Brockton's early church services were: 
1. very short 
2* spent only in prayer 
3 • very lengthy 
4. poorly attended 
0. An important reason why so many early settlers 
attended church services was that: 
1. refreshments were served 
2. the minister was a Harvard graduate 
3. t'he people had nothing to 'do 
1 
2 
1 
4. the State law required attendance 4 
1. A form of early recreation was: 
1. the quilting bee 
2. bowling 
3. roller ska~ing 
4. making model airplanes 1 
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12. Most of the clothing of the first settlers 
was made in~ 
1. the home 
2 ~ Lowell 
3. Pawtucket 
4. Nearby factories 
13. The early settlers established schools to: 
1. conform with the law 
2. give the children something to do 
3,. help spend tax money 
1 
4. create jobs for teachers 1 
14. Brockton's first shhools were conducted in: 
1. Boston 
2. t:p.e central public school 
3.. private homes 
4. .Avon 
15. The most important task of the first schools was 
to teach students to: 
1. learn Greek and La tin 
2. learn business subjects 
3~ read and write 
4. farm 
16. In comparison to our present school year, 
the school year in the early days was: 
1. about the same 
2. one month shorter 
3. much longer 
4. much shorter 
17.. The recreational activities of the children 
of the early Bro·cktonians were: 
1. better than present day activities 
2. very dull 
3. very simple and interesting 
4. prohibited 
3 
3 
4 
3 
!11. 
18. The most important occupation of the first 
settlers was: 
l. hunting 
2. mining 
3. fishing 
4. farming 
19. In 1600 Brockton was: 
1. qo~ered by water 
2. a part of Boston 
3. dotted with forests 
4. a manufacturing district 
20. An important mineral once found in Brockton was: 
1. oil 
2. iron ore 
3. coal 
4. copper 
21. Brocktonts early soldiers trained: 
1. at the State Armory 
2. on the church green 
3. in Bridgewater 
4. at home 
22. During the War of 1812 a company of soldiers 
was sent to: 
1. Lake Erie 
2. Boston 
3. Plymouth 
4. Florida 
23. The attitude of the early settlers towards 
the Indians was an attitude of: 
1. watchful waiting 
2. complete friendship 
3. indifference 
4. complete hostility 
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4 
3 
2 
2 
3 
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EVALUATION 
Part II 
1821 - 1881 
Direction: Each of the .following questions is followed by 
four answers. On the line after,each question, 
put the nliWber of the best answer. 
1. Brockton petitioned to become a separate 
town because: 
1. there were 12,000 people living there 
2. of difficult travel conditions to the 
town meeting 
3. it wished to gain prestige as a township 
4. it desired to become a city 2 
2. Whipping the cat was: 
1. an early type of recreation 
2. criminal offense 
3. term referring to early shoemakers 
4. an instrument for making shoes 3 
3. The Underground Railroad referred to the: 
1. Brockton subway 
2. Old Colony Railroad Line 
3. Edison underground wire system 
4. route for fleeing negroes 4 
4. Allerton was: 
1 •. a town which bordered Brockton 
2. a name suggested for North Bridgewater 
3. the home of Micah Faxon 
4. the birth place of Ziba Keith 2 
5. The name Walk-Over was famous because it was: 
1. the name of a yacht 
2. the name of a famous club 
3. the trade-mark of George E. Keith 
4. the name of Micah Faxon's first shoes 3 
6. When Brockton petitioned to become a town: 
1. there were about fifty residents living there 
2. it was a thriving shoe town 
3. the request was not gr<Ulted 
4. it was already a township 1 
7. The first town meeting in Brockton was held in: 
1. the City Hall 
2. the Post Office 
3. the First Parish Church 
4. the fire station 
8. The first shoes made for wholesale trade were 
manufactured about the year: 
1. 1811 
2. 1622 
3. 1721 
4. 1881 
9. The first American shoemakers came from: 
1. France 
2. England 
3. Canada 
4. Italy 
10. The first Brockton shoe factory was: 
1. the M. A. Packard factory 
2. the kitchen 
3. the "little red house" 
4. established in Avon 
11. The itinerant shoeman was one who: 
... -- - ~~~-
1. made shoes by machine 
2. hired other shoe workexs 
3. was the common shoemaker 
4. traveled from·home to~h~~e buying 
shoes from private sh@emakers 
' ~- ~ ' -· .. , ' ~-. 
3 
1 
2 
4 
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12. Be~ore the coming o~ the large shoe ~actory 
shoes were made: 
. . 
1. during the winter months 
2. all year round 
3. during the summer 
4. a~ter work 1 
13. An invention in 1846 which increased the production 
o~ shoes was the invention o~ the: 
1. Goodyear welting machine 
2. Cutting machine 
3. Electric heeling machine 
4. McKay sewing machine 
14. W. L. Douglas used extensively the art o~: 
1. making shoes by hand 
2. underpaying the workers 
3. advertising 
4. charging high prices ~or shoes 
15. The superintendent o~ the Brockton schools 
about 1890 was: 
1. Mr. Packard 
2~ B. B. Russell 
3. Mrs. Jones 
4. Mr .. Edward Bennett 
16. The ~irst courses o~~ered at Brockton High: 
1. were. too limited 
2. should be o~~ered today 
3. were classical and business subjects 
4 
3 
2 
4. dealt only with ~arming 3 
17. In general, anti-slavery propaganda: 
1. was very popular in Brockton 
2. was banned in Brockton 
3. met with little ~avor in Brockton 
4. was written by Mr. Bennett 3 
. . 
'.· :--::.. :·£.{-<_~; -~~- ._: 
18. The citizens of North Bridgewater wished to 
change the name of the town because: 
1. ~x. Brock was the first mayor 
2. it was a fashionable thing to do 
3. the postmaster complained about the name 
4~ Bridgewater was too common a name 4 
19. When th? citizens voted to change the name: 
1. many different names were suggested 
2. everyone i.mmedia tely aggreed upon rtBrockton n 
3. Sir Isaac Brock came to Brockton 
4. many riots resulted 1 
20. The W~ssachusetts Legislature: 
1. ordered the citizens to take the name 
2 , of Brockton 
2 • refused the official petition 
3. had an easy task approving b~ a name 
4. received many petitions suggesting 
different. names 4 
21. The final voting for the new name: 
1. caused riots 
2. caused no excitement 
3. was illegal 
4. was like a typical political campaign 4 
22. The name Brockton came from the name of a: 
1. Brockton in Canada 
2. Brookville 
3. Brookline 
4. English word meaning prosperity 1 
"'·• 
.. ~."#-,:, 1·:-•i 
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EVALU:t'TION 
Part III 
Directions: Each of the following questions is followed by 
four answers. On the ~ine after each question~ 
put the number of the best answer. 
1. Brockton decided to change to a city form of government 
because.: 
I 
1. there was too much drinking 
2. there were too many shoe factories 
3. of the growth in population 
4. the mayor desired a change 3 
2 .;.:_ The platform of the. first mayor was: 
1. nless taxestt 
2. "no liquor licensesn 
3. t'back to the town meetingn 
4. "away with the Brockton Fair" 2 
3. Edison paid a visit to Brockton to: 
1. honor the first mayor 
2. demonstrate electricity 
3. witness the opening of the Edison Company 
4. demonstrate the telephone 3 
4. Brocktori1 s first railroad connedted this city. 
directly with: 
1. Boston and Providence 
2. New York and Boston 
3. New Bedford and Boston 
4. Boston and Fall River 
5. The first type of fire department was: 
1. instituted in 1776 
2. called the 11fire eater company" 
3. composed of firemen from pri~ate clubs 
4 
4. called Union No. 1. 3 
., 
"'"····~· 
6. The most important problem of Brockton 1 s first police 
department was the problem of: 
1. liquor 
. 2.. juvenile delinq_uency 
3. house robberies 
4. stolen horses 
7. The most.important improvement in the early fire 
department was the introduction of the: 
1. rubber tire 
2. steel ladder 
3. synthetic rubber hose 
4. fire alarm system 
8. The Brockton Fair commenced as: 
1. an auto race track 
2. a trotting track 
3.. a football field 
4. a baseball field 
9. Brockton Fair grew in popularity because of the: 
1. fre~ admission 
2. annual Governorts day 
3. annual President's day 
4. variety of good entertainment 
o. An important custom connected with the Brockton 
Fair is: 
1 .. 
2 •. 
3. 
4. 
the annual ostrich race 
the annual auto race 
childrents day 
the annual Presidentts day 
1. The hippodrome refers to the: 
1 •. · cattle show 
2 • . horse show 
3 •. race track 
4., mid-way 
1 
4 
2 
3 
4 
12. The first Brockton library was established after the~ 
1. Revolutionary War 
2 . War of 1812 
3. Civil War 
4. Spanish American War 
13. The site of the present City Hall was dedicated by: 
1. vote of the people 
2. vote of the city council 
3. the governor of Massachusetts 
4. the mayor ~f Brockton 
14. The Grover disaster happened in a: 
·1. night club 
2. theater 
3 u school 
4.. factory 
~5. The nwnber of people killed in the Grover 
disaster was approximately: 
1. 60 people 
2. 80 people 
3. · 120 people 
4. 150 people 
16. The flood that Brockton experienced in 1886 could 
have been prevented if the city had: 
1. higher roads 
2. more boats 
3. sewers 
4. better dams 
~7. The Brockton sewerage system is one: 
1. that was poorly constructed 
2. of intermittent upward filtration 
3. of intermittent downward filtration 
4. none of the above 
1 
1 
4 
1 
3 
].8. The first daily paper published in Brockton was the: 
1. Old Colony Gazette 
2. Brockton Enterprise 
3. Brockton Times 
4. Bridgewater Patriot 
19. One year after the Brockton Hospital was opened in 
1896: 
1. it was closed for three years 
2. a school of nursing was introduced 
3. the doctors went on strike 
2 
4. none of the above 2 
20. An important feature of the Centennial was the: 
1. firemen's muster 
2. hippodrome 
3. horse races 
4. pageant of Brockton 4 
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Completion Exercises 
Directions: Complete the following statements. 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
Brockton became a town in 1821 
Brockton separated from the town of Bridgewater 
The first man credited with manufacturing,shoes for 
wholesale trade was Micah Faxon 
W. L. Douglas held the important political position 
of Governor of Massachusetts • 
The ttLittle Red Shopn is associated with the 
shoemaker named George E. Keith • 
The leader of Brockton soldiers during the Civil 
War was Colonel Fletcher Webster • 
General Sherman's favorite band was from Brockton and 
it was called Martland's Band 
The name, North Bridgewater, was changed to Brockton in 
the year l87·e 
9. A famous poet who visited Brockton was 
Bryant 
William Cullen 
10. The town of Brockton changed to a city form .of 
11 .. 
12. 
13 .. 
14.· 
15. 
16. 
17 .. 
18. 
government in 1881 
The first mayor of Brockton was Ziba c. Keith • 
Brockton's first railroad was called the Old Colony 
One of the favorite sports of the early firemen was 
called the muster 
The president who visited the Brockton Fair in 1905 was 
William Howard Taft 
An important and generous contributor to the Brockton 
Public Library was Andrew Carnegie 
Brockton gets its drinking water from ___ S_i_l_v_e_r __ La __ k_e __ _ 
Brockton's Centennial was celebrated in the year 
The fire in which 13 Brockton firemen were killed 
happened at the Strand Theater 
B,..,c:ton Unrve~:ty 
Sct10ol of Education 
Library 
1921 • 
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.APPENDIX 
Population 
1764................ 833 
1810 ••••••••.••••••• 1354 
1840 •••••••••••••••• 2094 
1850 •••••••••••••••• 3939 
1860 •••.••.••.•.•••• 6584 
1870 •••••••••••••••• 8007 
1880 •••••••••••••••• 13,606 
1890 •••••••••••••••• 27,294 
1900 •••••••••••••••• 40,063 
1910 •••••••••.•••••• 56,878 
1920 ••••••.•••••.••• 66,254 
1930 •••••••••••••.•• 63,793 
1935 •••••••••••••••• 62,407 
1940 •••••••••••••• · •• 62,343 
1945 ••••••••.••••••• 65,202 
1947 ••••.••.•••••••• 66,460 
1950 •••••••••••••••• 62,856 
1951 •••••••••••••••• 65,202 
Note: The variations in this list can be attributed to 
the fact that some of the above figures are those 
released by the United States Census and the others 
are the figures of the State Census. 
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Mayors of Bro.ckton 
1882 Ziba c. Keith 
1883 Henry H. Packard 
1884 Ziba c. Keith 
1885 Ziba c. Keith 
1886 John J. Whipple 
1887 John J. vVhipple 
1888 Albert R. Wade 
1889 Albert R. Wade 
1890 William L. Douglas 
1891 Ziba c. Keith 
1892 Ziba c. Keith 
1893 Ziba c. Keith 
1894 John J. Vfuipple 
1895 John J. Whipple 
1896 Charles Williamson 
1897 Charles Williamson 
1898 Henry E. Garfield 
1899 Emery M. Low 
1900 Charles H. Coulter 
1901 Charles H. Coulter 
1902 David W. Battles 
1903 Charles H. Coulter 
1904 Edward H. Keith 
1905 Edward H. Keith 
1906 Fred 0. Bradford 
1907 John S. Kent 
1908 John S. Kent 
1909 John S. Kent 
.. 1910 William H. Clifford 
l9ilil Harry C. Howard 
1912 Harry c. Howard 
1913 Charles M. Hickey 
1914 Harry C. Howard 
1915 John s. Burbank 
1916 John S. Burbank 
1917 St.eward B. McLeod 
1918 William W. Gleason 
1919 William W. Gleason 
1920 William W. Gleason 
1921~22. Roger Keith 
1923 Frank A. Manning 
1924-25 William A. Bullivant 
1926-27-28-29-30-31 Harold D. Ben 
1932-33-34-35 Horace G. Baker 
1936~37 Lawrence E. Crowley 
1938-39-40-41 Fred D. Rowe 
1942-43-44-45-46-47-48 to Nov.3 49 
Joseph W. Downey 
1949 Nov.3 to Jan. 1950 
Thomas J. Mull in 
1950 Melvin B. Clifford 
1951 Melvin B. Clifford. 
1952 Gerald G. Lucey 
1953 Gerald c. Luce 
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Original 
Indian Deed of Bridgewater 
WITNESS by these present, that I, Ousamequin, Sasham of ye 
contree of Pocanorchet, have given, granted, enfeofed and 
sould unto MYLES STANDISH, of Duxborough, SAMUEL NASH and 
CONSTANT SOUTii""WORTH, of Duxbourough aforesaid in behalf of all 
the townsmen of Duxborough aforesaid a tract of land usually 
called Saughtucket, entending in the length and breadth thereof 
as followeth: that is to say, from ye weare at Saughtucket 
seven miles due east, and from the said weare seven miles due 
west, and from the said weare seven miles due north, and from 
ye said weare seven miles due south; wJifufih tract the said 
Ousamequin hath given, granted, enfeofed and sould unto ye 
said Myles Standish, Samuel Nash and Constant Southworth in the 
behalf of all ye townsmen ·of Duxborough, as aforesaid, with all 
ye emunityes, privileges and prfitte whatsoever belonging to 
the said tract of land, with all and singular all woods, under-
woods, lands, medowes, rivers, brooks, rivolets, &c, to have 
and to hould to the said Myles Standish, Samuel Nash, and 
Constant Southworth in behalfe of all the townsmen of the town 
of Duxborough to them and their heyere forever. 
In witness whereof, I, ye said Ousamequin have hereunto 
sett my hand this 23 of March, 1649. 
The mark of Ousamequin 
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Original 
Indian Deed of Bridgewater 
-continued-
In consideration of the aforesaid bargayn and saile, now 
the said Myles Standish, Samuel Nash, and Constant Southworth 
doe bind ourselves to ~ay unto ye said Ousamequin in considera-
tion of ye s~id tract of land as followeth: 
7 Coates a yd and half in a coat. 
9 Hatchets 
8 Howes 
20 Knives 
4 Moose Skins 
10 yds & half of Cotton 
20 Ponde 
MYLES STANDISH 
SAMUEL NASH 
CONSTANT SOUTH'NORTH 
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I 
Council 
11 for 2 yrs. 
r-·------1 
City City 
Clerk Auditor 
Chart of Plan B 
Electorate 
Mayor 
I 
Chairman 
School 
Co.m.mittee 
City 
Solicitor 
--· -·------·-····-··- -·--·--~art_.meiJ:l tr:.~~~?-__ s ____ _ 
Asseesors -----~ 
Departments 
City Clerk 
City Auditing 
City Treasury 
Tax Collection 
Highway and Fuel 
Public Property 
City Engineerts 
City Hall 
Depaltments 
Assessor's 
Health 
Water Works 
Sewerage 
Park 
Public Library 
Fire 
Polic,e 
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1649 
1700 
1737 
1738 
1740 
1746 
1775 
1811 
1816 
1821 
1827 
1835 
1844 
1846 
1850 
Historical Dates 
Land purchased which includes Brockton. 
First Settlement in northern Bridgewater, now Brockton. 
First meeting house erected. 
Citizens petitioned to be made a separate parish. 
Rev. John Porter was the first minister in North Parish. 
Appointment of a committee of twelve to govern North Par-
ish. 
Captain Josuah Hayden lead the Brockton minute men. 
Micah Faxon started manufacturing Shoes. 
First Post Office. 
First town meeting. 
First fire engine purchased. 
First newspaper (Bridgewater Patriot.) 
Adelphian Academy (first school of higher than grade rank 
Opening of the Old Colony line in Brockton. 
First Catholic service held at St. Patrick's Church 
1854 First State Bank. 
1856 First Telegraph system in operation. 
1856 Probate Court established. 
1859 Gas Light Company organized. 
1864 First High School opened. 
1864 Organization of the Y. M. C. A. 
1874 Name of North Bridgewater changed to Brockton. 
1874 First Agricultural Fair (Oct. 7-8-9). 
1877 First telephone wires established. 
1879 First steam engine purchased. 
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Historical Dates 
1880 Brockton Enterprise first published. 
1880 Organization of the Telephone Company. 
1881 Brockton became a city. 
1881 Brockton Police Department organized. 
" 
1881 First city election. 
1884 Edison plant erected. 
1892 Cornerstone laid for City Hall. 
1896 Brockton Ho~pital founded. · 
1905 William L. Douglas, first Brocktonian to become Governor. 
1905 R. B. Grover explosion. 
1912 Cornerstone laid for the Library. 
1921 Celebration of Brockton's lOOth Anniversary. 
1921 Opening of Ellis Brett swimming pond. 
1923 St. Paul's fire. 
1937 Buses displaced the electric car .. 
1938 Hurricane. 
1939 Plan B Government was voted upon by the people. 
1941 The Strand Fire. 
1946 The first Radio Station, W. B. E. T. 
1948 Parking meters installed. 
1949 Mayor Downey dies while in office. 
1949 Proposed dog track for Brockton rejected. 
1950 W. L. Douglas Shoe Factories close. 
1951 George E. Keith Shoe Factory closes. 
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